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ing it would be eaſy or difficult, 
any Honour to themſelves, or i glorioſum, aut 
their Country: —Becauſe, ſays certe non arduum ſit. 
Balthazar Gracian, of Spain, Tac. Hit. 1 


Great Coninc of Ger- Brin 
N o. in PARLI AMENT Afſembled, | 


Mt Noble LorDs 8 GanTLEMEN, 


T is a Saying of Tacitus, 

That thoſe that engage in Onmnes qui 

a great Enterprize, ought rum rerum nfl aff 
firſt to conſider, if the perform- cipiunt, eftmare 


tur, rei-publice utile; 


commented upon by Mr. Sa- 


wage, The greateſt Perfections of Mens Aken 2 

pends on the perfect Knowledge wherewith they have 
been executed. See his Art of Prudence, or, Man of 

"Senſe, © 


Could it be perfectly known, that any Man was 
a loyal Subject to, and a ſincere Lover of, Jeſus 


Chriſt, who redeemed him, then the Eafinei of 


performing the Duty here recommended, and ob- 
taining the Rewards annexed, ſuch as ee 


his Name and Family upon Earth, and giving to 


him and his, great and ſupernatural Rewards in 


| Heaven, would ſoon appear; and the no great 


Difficulty of the contrary Practice, and prevailing 
with a wiſe and underſtanding People to come into 


theſe Meaſures, by giving unto the'moſt High his 
due Honour. But what if Ignorance and 1 hass 


bent, an quod inchoa- 


G 
© 4 5-408 


bs br 32 
almoſt made it obſolete, Yet, fad Ariftippus, a wife 
Man would live well, if there were no ſuch Thing as 
Law. And another Philoſopher faid, That be did 
not obey the Laws, but Reaſon. Both theſe meaning, 
that they would do their Duties voluntarily, with- 
1 out being forced to it by Authority. 

. To reſpeft, and even to ſtand in Awe of ourſelves, 
1 oy Gracian, 75 Council, which the Severity of Cato 


TEES produced; as witneſſeth Pa- 


Ni nunquam rec te terculus, who ſays, Such was M. 
fecit, ut facere vide- 


retur, ſed quia alter © Cato, who always. did Good, 


YN not ſo much. becauſe he would 
1 terat. | f 

b N Pater, Fig. 2. Bet a Character by it, but be- 
| Num. 35. my 91 Cauſe he knew not how to do 


otherwiſe ; his uſual Saying, be- 
ing, That a May could not Lads a more terrible Wil- 
"moſs againſt himſelf than his own Conſcience. 
But what if all the Nations of the World, and 
ſome of them the moſt barbarous, beſides his own 
Conſcience, ſhould come in and teſtify againſt him, 
_ who, by the Light of Nature, acknowledging ſome 
Divine Being, as the Giver of all Things, failed not 
to honour him with fome of his own Gifts, even 
with. the Firſt-Fruits of their Increaſe 3 which they 
looked upon as a juſt Requital to him. This would 
be like lome.Millions of fiery Darts piercing thro', 
1 and running into, their Souls, over and above the 
Woundings of their own Conſciences; all which, 
þ dreadſul to think upon, will be the Cale of En vliſh 
$ Nobles and Gentlemen, ho, perverted by 1 — 
not what falſe Principle, reſuſe Nu pe to 
I \ obey this univerſal Law of Nature... © 
= Cuſtom and Avarice have fo played the Tyrant, | 
and made ſuch a Havock in the great Families of 
tt:is Nation, that it is amazing to think of ; ſo long 
1 as Sir Henry Spelmants. Book continues, called, 7. be 
' Hiſtory and Fate of Sacrilege 3, it will be a ſtanding 
| Witneſs of their Decays 3 although, when thoke 
have dropped, others haye ſuceceded : But. where 
are 
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are the Deſcendants of the firſt Poſſeſlors, in a d. 
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rect Line ? alas! the Wind has taken them upon 


her Wings, and driven them quite away like Stubble; 


quite contrary to the wiſe Courſe God took among 


. the Jews, who, by the Year of Fubilet, ſecured every 
Man's Family to his Eſtate, and every Eſtate to its 


own proper Family. L 
But Sacrilege not only wounds the Church, but 


God himſelf, and all that are concerned in it; 
which made the Earl of Strafford, upon the Scaffold, 
to tell his Brother, Sir George Wentworth, to charge 
| his Son not to meddle with Church Livings, which 
would prove a Moth or Canker to him in his Eftate. 


See Heylin's Life of Laud, and King Charles I. in 
his Icon Baſil. wiſnhes a bitter Curſe upon all the 
Invaders thereof, 


The Project in Kin They VIIPs Time, as Sir 


Henry Wen avers, was, That if the Parliament 


would give him all the Abbies, c. that the ſame 


ſhould not be converted to a private Uſe, but to 


ſave Taxes, maintain Soldiers, ere& Baronies, &9c. 
And yet the great Judge Coke obſerved, that not- 


withſtanding all that infinite Wealth, yet the Peo- 
ple were burdened with more Taxes than before. 


This was to palliate Perjury, and fave that King's 


Co ronation-Oath; but, alas! what Equivalent, or 


8 Proviſion, was made for God's Honour; for his daily 


Service in all thoſe Places, though in part corrupt, 
but the beſt then on foot ? How did Learning ſuffer 


by the Loſs of Libraries and Manuſcripts? How. 


many Land-Marks were removed by Incloſures, and 


driving the Poor out of their Settlements and Cot- 
tages, who, without any Poor's Levy, or Tax, were 


hoſpitably maintained by the Charity of the religious 
Houſes, beſides all Travellers. Not that we deſire 
to ſee Popery to revive in this Land, but only that 
God's true Honour, in Conjunction with the Poor's 
frond; and L200 of all 'the Conan of Tre 
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both Gen! and temporal, my Nouriſh and A 
bound. 
King Henry VIII. foreſeeing what Abuſe would 


follow, if private Perſons ſhould poſſeſs and occupy. 


thoſe Deodands, which had been fo generouſly de- 


voted to the Promotion of Learning, Religion, 
and Hoſpitality, made a Law, that whoſoever 
turned Tillage-Land into Paſturage; ſhould forfeit . 


twenty Nobles, or fix Pounds, thirteen Shillings, 
and Four-pence per Month to himſelf. This, tho? 


a ſmall Compenſation, clipt the Wings of Avarice 
for ninety Years, till the laſt Year of King James I, 


who, in an il]! Hour, reſigned up that royal or na- 


tional Right, as it may well be called, in 16263 
and ever ſince ſome Pariſh or other of England has 


been incloſing almoſt every Year, where the poor 
Commoner could be bought, or thruſt out. 


The Way to live long, is to live well; the wiſe 
Man does that in the Beginning, which the Fool 


_ doth repentingly at the End: Nor ſhould we begin 
to live when we ſhould leave off; God muſt be 


Pleaſed, and juſtly dealt by, if we would found well 


our ExpeRations from him. 


As to the Honour, accruing from this Work, if 1 


could prevail upon my Countrymen to diſtinguiſh 
what is theirs from God's, and to give him his ow, 
with a true Heart; ſince what is God's once, is al- 

ways God's, neither has he any Thing in common 
with his Creatures, and never fails to return a vaſt 
Increaſe for every Mite we give him: Such as theſe 
will not only pardon, but approve it. Theſe are 
Men of Reſolution, concerning whom Tacitus ſays, 


that ſome Sorts of Affairs will admit of no Delay, 
and chat in them Precipitation is more worth than 


all the Council that can be given. See Hiſt. 1. If 

God ſees the leaſt Unwillingneſs or Diſregard to 
him in our Gifts, he will frown upon us as he did 
upon Cain, and ſhew us Marks of his Diſplealure as 
he did to him, To be Maſter of a perfect Heart and 
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2 billing Mind, as David recommended to Solotok 
1 his dying Charge, will revive our Reputation 


from Time to Time, both with God and Man; 


and is the ſecret Charm, or, the nexpreſſible Some- 
what, which the French call the Fe-ne-ſai-quoi, and 
the Shaniards El Deſpeio, the greateſt Merit ſignify- 
ing nothing without this Quality; the Knowledge | 
or Tenorance whereof, as Socrates uſed to ſay, being 


the Beginnings of Good or Evil: It would be no 
lor ger I know not what, ſays Gracian, in the xiiith 


Chapter oi his Hero, if we knew what it was; but 
ſuch as have God's holy Spirit know it perfectly, 
and are able to triumph with David, Who am I, and 
what is my People, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo 
willingly after this Sort; for all Things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee, for we are ſiran- 
gers before thee, &c. 1 Chron. xxix. 14. All others 
will cenſure, and repine, and find Fault, not caring 
to be told of a Duty, which ſo much concerns chem 
both in their temporal and eternal Intereſt 

Tacitus's laſt Quere is, Whether the Fact be 
tireſome or uneaſy, and have the leaſt Trouble in it, 
aut certe non arduum, like a ſteep Hill not calily 
climbed up. 

But none can find Fault with this but the Igno- 
rant, the Covetous, the Ungrateful, and the Thou ght- 
leſs; but the Knowing "and the Generous, * 
Thankful and the Conſiderate, can make a good 
Choice, and will do all Things as in the Preſence 


of Witneſſes. They will not fink below their own 


Chriſtian Emplo\w.ent, to be out- done by Barba- 
rians, and are too good to be ſtark naught. 5 
In order to gain a Bleſſing to them and theirs, 
they will uſe all human Mans as if there were no 
divine, and all divine Means, as if there were nq | 
human : As the Son of Hrac adviſeth in the Caſe 
of . Sickneſs, in Chap. xxxviii. theſe, like Men of 
Parts, purſue their Point, and run down their 


| Lame, without ſtopping at the firſt ſtarting of 138 
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| and reſolve ' not to be Doves in all Things. For 
every Man that has a Stock of good Qualities is ju- 


dicious, as well as religious and penetraring, and 
will not loſe the Reſpect due either to God or pic 
ſelf: He is fully ſenſible what Honour it is to Fleſh 
and Blood, to be avouched of God as his own, to 
be grafted on, and abide in Jeſus the true Vine; 


and of what bad Conſequence it is to be diſowned, or 


diſallowed of God, and to be cut off as a Branch for 
want of bearing Fruit in him. Adam, as St. Au- 


guſtine fays, was a Son of the Earth, and Grandſon 
of nothing; we become Sons of God, and Heirs 
of his Kingdom, as well as bis Friends and Favourites, 


doing whatſoever he commands us. And who would 
orfcit all this for want of honcuring the Lord with 
our & . and with the Firſi-Frutts of all our In- 


creaſe? 


Ic is a Grief of Griefs that ſacred and prophane 


Eſtates run into the ſame Channel, according as the 
Incloſer can faſten upon them, to make them his pri- 


vate Property. | 
The Crown Lands, before the 27th of Henry VIII. 
with a few Sublidics, ſupported . the D.gnity of the 


Crown; but after the Axe and Mattock had ruined 
645 of the greater Manaſterics, 376 of the leſſer, 
90 Colleges, 110 Religious Hoſpitals, and 2374 


Chantries, or Tree Chapels, 3595 in all; though 
the Wealth from all theſe was great, yet was not 


the King the richer 3 it was all melted like Snow in 
a little Time, though his Promile ran thus: FI. 


contrary to your Expectalion, ſhe .' ſuffer the Mini- 


ters of the Churches to decay, or Learning, which is ſo 


great a Jewel, to be miniſbed, or the Poor and Mi- 
te rable to be unrelieved, you might well ſay, that J. 
being put in ſuch ſpecial Truſt, as I am in this preſent 
Caje, were no ruſty Friend to you, nor charitable to 
the Publick, nor yet one that feared God, to whom Ac- 


count muſe be given of all our Doings ;, douvt not, I 
pray * but your Expetiation ſeal be ler vech more 
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Le ye ſhall plainly perceive. See Spelman's Hiſt, 


( 
oodly and g uh, than you will %% or defire, as FIR: | 


135. 
8 Here was a Confeſſion of the Truſt, but bog 


of all this was performed; and what adds to theſe 
Sorrows, the Clergy, who maintained K. Charles I. 
in his Troubles, for a Reward of that good Service, 
are deprived of the Power of taxing themſelves, or 
their own Body, The Subſidies granted by ſynodi- 
cal Acts were never controverted from the Saxons 
Days, till the 27th of Hen VIII. before which 
there isno parliamentary Confirmation of them; yea, 
and ſince that, in Queen Elizabetb's Days, 1585, 


a Subſidy or Benevolence was levied, without their 


Confirmation of it, or making any Complaint about 
it. See Collier Hiſt. p. 796. 2d Part. | 
As the Parliament aſſumed a Power of giving all 


: Church-Lands to the King, as ſeventy Manors were 


wreſted from the See of Jork, or rather ſurrendered 
vp by Archbiſhop Holgate at once, none were leſt 
to the See of Lincoln but Bugden only, as we are 


aſſured by Fer. Colhher; — Me defire ta know who is 
40 be Heir of that King's Promiſe, as a Fiduciary, and 


40 make it good to the Church and poor Commons; as 
one would think they that intruſted him, or their 
Heirs, were bound to make it good if he broke it; 
at leaſt, it is evident that he ventured through all 


the Imprecattons of the Founders, as Collier has it. 
As for learned Works there repoſited, they were 
proflituted in that general Havock like the Mire of 


the Streets, and ſunk as Lead in the mighty Wa- 
ters; yet, had Biſhop Lalimer's Advice been fol- 


lowed, viz, to have one of the greater Monaſteries, | 


and that put into Proteſtant Hands, reſerved in 
every County of England, then all thoſe Monuments 


of Learning might have been preſerved the choice 
Collections of many Ages; then the Church might 
have claimed fome Regard, and to have retained 


ſome & wa of Dignity, and {till have been ihe Pillar 
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and Stay of the Truth, without being inſulted, as af- 
terwards 1t was by the vileſt of the Rabble, and have 
been better ſecured from the Sects and Hereſies than 
now it is. 

Magna Charta was intended to Care every En- 
gliſß Man's Right and Property in royal Promiſes 
and Aſſurances, as King Henry III. in Confirmation 
of his, ſwore, on the Word and Faith of a King, a 
Chriſtian, and a Knight, to obſerve it: And ſo did 
Edward J. Little inferior is this Aſſurance of Henry 
VIII. to the two Houſes ; and if there be no Heir 
to make it good, let Jeſus and his poor Members, 
the exiled Cottagers, and the poor Clergy, Who 

have loſt ſo much, be the Heirs, and that in ſome 
ſuch Way as this: 

1. Let every Nobleman, who poſſelſeth 3 an en- 
cloſed Eſtate formerly devoted to God, fling open 
his Incloſures, for the Sake of Tillage, invite the 
Poor in, and build up their Cottages, fo long de- 
moliſhed ; and let him know, that every poor Fa- 
mily ſo introduced will be as ſo many Pillars to ſup- 
port his Houſe and Family, and to preſerve for him 
a Poſterity in the Earth; and eſpecially for averting 
that ſevere Curſe denounced by Jaiab in Chap. v. 
And let all others who enjoy Lands, not Deodands, 
do the ſame, whereby they will looſe not much of 
their former Rent, but what they looſe will be put 
into the Hands of God, the Poor, and the Public; 
which will be far better than if it came into their 
own Purſes, becauſe of the Bleſſing it will bring, 
and entitle them to that moſt honourable of Names, 
The Repairers of the Breach, the Reſterer of Paths 10 
dwell in; which in God's Sight is above that of 
Dukes, Marguiſſ:s, and Earls. Sec 1/a. Iviti. 12. 
2. Let the Fiſt Fruits of all theſe Lands and La- 
bours be duly offered to God in his Houle, by the 
Hands of his proper Receivers, the Miniſters of 
every Pariſh, with the Tenchs of all, as the Laws 


of God and. Man W this will bid fair for a 
OK | 


grea? Bleſſing to be poured upon us, both temporal 
and ſpiritual. 
3. That the Clergy be conſidered a little more 
than they are at preſent in Parliament, and have 
their ancient Power reſtored to them of taxing them. 
ſelves. The Troubles under Charles I. made the 
firſt | Breach in this Privilege; for the diſſenting 
| Clergy, who were then uppermoſt, not having 
Proxies, were taxed with the People; but when the 
King came in, in 1660, this Right was reſtored 
with him. Thus Things ſtood the firſt three Years. 
In the 15th of his Reign four Subſidies were granted 
and confirmed by Act of Parliament; ſoon after 
Archbiſhop Sheldon unhappily apprehending an In- 
convenience by this Way of raiſing Money without 
conſulting his Clergy, except a leading Prelate or 
two, but in Concert with Lord Chancellor Hyde, 
the Lord Treaſurer, and ſome other Lords of Mi- 
niſtry, they treacherouſly agreed, that the Clergy 
ſhould wave the Power of taxing themſelves, and 
ſuffer themſelves to be included in the Money-Bills 
prepared by the Commons, and baited their Hook 
with the Releaſement of two of the four Subſidies 
then due to the Public. Accordingly an Act paſſed, 
with this Proviſo; — Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained ſhall be drawn into Example, to the 
Prejudice of the ancient Rights belonging to the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, or Clergy of this 8 or 10 
either of the Univerſities. 
Were the Clergy to have ſome Members to re- 
_ preſent them in the Houſe of Commons, as there 
was at the Union to repreſent the Scots, this Loſs. 
would not be felt; but now, though their Eſtates 
and Perſons are ſacred, as the Lords Ambaſſadors, 
yet are they joined with the meaneſt, and made 
dependent on a foreign body ; being in no Condi- 
tion to make Subſidies, or preſent | the Crown, 
va makes them leſs reſpected; ; whereas, like as 
e in 
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WW n Sweden, they wa to be owes vpon as one of 
= the four Eſtates of the Realm. , 
32 One Thing more for the Honour of God, the 
13 Dignity of the Church, and Safety of Religion, 
1 dcdught not to be forgotten. An Act paſſed in the 
1 35th of Henry VIII. 1544, which gave that King 
'Þ Authority to name 32 Perſons, 16 of the Clergy 
and 16 of the Laity, to review the Canons; wherein 
if it was expreſsly provided, that till ſuch Time as the 
1 King's Majeſty, and the 32 Perſons, had accom- 
1 pile the Contents before- named, that ſuch Ca- 
5 nons, Conſtitutions, and Ordinances, that were be- 3 
fore that Time uſcd, and not repugnant to the | 2 
| Laws of the Realm, ſhall be put in Ure, and the A 
; Mrligiſters and Executors of them ſhall incur no Da- Il 
mage for the due exerciſing the aforeſaid Laws, 
But this failed of being done in that King's Reign, 
ſo all the eccleſiaſtical Laws of King Ina in An. 
693 3 K. Witred's Dooms Eccleſiaſtical in 696 z all 
Egbrigbi's Excerptions in 740 3 all Cuthberi*s Ca- 
nons at Cloves-Hoo in 747; all King Alfred's Laws 
eccleſiaſtical in 877; all the Laws or Memorials of 
K. Ethelſtan in 926 ; all Odo's Canons in 9433 all 
_ £#fric's Canons in 957; all K. Zdgar*s Laws eccle- 
ſiaſtical in 958 and 960; all Theogaulf*s Capitula in 
994 3 all K. Ethelred's Laws eccleſiaſtical in 1014 
all K. Canulus's Laws eccleſiaſtical in 1017; and all 
the Laws of K. Edward the Confeflor in 1064 
with a Multitude more ſince the . are all 
in full Force and Virtue, if there be nothing in 
them repugnant to the Laws of the Land now in 
Being. But what Inconvenience or Burden this will 
bring may ealily be foreſeen, if Men will be trou- 
bleſome. 
Arxchbiſhop Cranmer, who, it is ſuppoſed, 1 
che old King to this, not willing to looſe Sight of 
this great Honour and Strength to this Church, 
puſhed this Affair on in young K. Edward's Reign, 
and . but little of accompliſhing 1 it ; for when 
all 


1 A ) 
-all Thi ings were ready for the Royal Signet, , or very 
near, K. Edward died. Accontlighy 32 2 ( Commiſ- 
ſioners were appointed to review A. eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, and to draw one Body out of them for the 
Government of this Church. The 32 Commiſſion- 
ers were divided into four Sub-Committees, each 


conſiſted of two Biſhops and two Divines, two Ca- 


non and Civil, and two common Lawyers; and 


what was concluded by each Claſs, was examined 
\ by tho ret. 

This noble Scheme was to have had the Broad 
Seal after Approbation by the King, and to have 
the Force of a Statute, which would de have 
e ee, this Church. 


Note, 8 77 he Sul yr 


ters Patent with Archbiſhop Cramer: to farnifh : 
them with Materials, It had the Title, when fi- 
niſhed, of Reformatio Legum Ecclefiaſticarum ; Dr. 
Haddon, Orator of Cambridge, put it into Method 


and Form; Sir John Cheeke contributed to the po- 
liſhipg Part. It is written in a correct and beautiful 
Style, and comes up to the Force and Propriety of 
the Civil Law. It is-digeſted into 51 Titles, be- 
ſides an Appendix de regulis juris. It is not ſaid 
whether this Draught had paſſed the Approbation 
of all the four Clafles, ſays Collier, or not; the 
Affirmative is moſt probable, conſidering it appears 


in ſo finiſhed a Condition: But the King's Death 
happening unexpectedly, the Book had no Royal 


Confirmation, and by ONS miſcarried in its 
Authority. 


However, ſince it appears to be drawn up with 


no ſmall Share of Judgment and Learning, Mr. 


Collier gives his Reader an Account of ſome of the 
moſt remarkable Contents: The two firſt Titles, 


he ſays, ſettle the Catholick Faith, and point out 
ſeveral Hereſies. The third Title treats of the 
Proceſs againſt Herety, in which moſt equitable 
Rules are ſet forth. * fourth | Is about Blaſphemy- 


4 


The 


. "Ee + 

7 . 
— Sy 
I — <A> 
- : > 
23 „ 


bh xiy mw 

The fifth defines the Nature and Number of the Sa. 
craments. The ſixth goes upon Idolatry. The 
ſeventh provides for the due Qualification of Preach- 
ers, The eighth relates to Marriage. The ninth 
dilates upon the prohibited Degrees of Marriage. 
The tenth ſets forth the Heinouſneſs of Adultery, 


the Puniſhment to be undergone for it; it treats of 
Deſertion and Abſence, in what Caſe Divorce is to 


be allowed, the Penalty of prompting to Licentiouſ- 
neſt. The eleventh treats of the Admiſſion of the 
Clergy to Benefices, with the Penalty of preſenting 


on a Simoniacal Contract; their Examination; no 


Baſtards to be admitted; what renders them uncapa- 
ble of Prieſts Orders, The twelfth and nn 
relate to Ceſſions, Reſignations, and Exchange 
he fourteenth ſtates the Meaſures of Purgation, or 


\ 


clearing of Reputation, with Preventions of Licen- 


tiouſnels. The fifteenth is upon Dilapidations. The 
fixteenth of Alienations. The leventeenth of Elec- 
tions in Colleges and Cathedrals. The eighteenth 


treats of the corrupt Practices of Lay Patrons, with 


Remedies thereof. The nineteenth regulates Divine 
Service, The twentieth ſets forth the Office and 


Maintenance for Pariſh Clerks, of Church- Wardens, 
' Deacons, and Prieſts; of rural Dcans, the Biſhop's 


Office, Regulations for his and the Clergy's Fami- 
lies ; the Method and Bufineſs of Synods, The 


twenty-firſt, twenty-ſecond, twenty-ihird, and twen- 
_ ty-fourth, relate to Church-Wardens, Univerlſitics, 


Tythes, and Viſitations. The twenty-tifth relates 
to Laſt Wills and Teſtaments, how to treat with 
Idiots, Hereticks; and Diſobedience to Parents, 
how puniſhed. The twenty-fixth treats of eccle- 
fiaſtical Cenſures. The twenty-ſeventh, twenty- 


eighth, and twenty-ninth, of Suſpenſions, Sequeſtra- 
tions, and Deprivations. 


The thirtieth, which is 
the laſt which Mr. Collier mentions, relates to Ex- 
communication, and the Power of binding and looſing | 


given by Chriſt ro his Church, with the Manner of 
re- 


(xv) 
re- admitting Penitents to Communion. 
the Titles, or twenty-one more, are ſpent in Regu- 
lations of the eccleſiaſtical Courts, and reciting the 
Grounds and Maxims of the Civil and Canon Law, 
eſpecially about Appeals, This Law runs all in the 
King's Name and Perſon. _ 

Our Hiſtorian ſays, that the Parliament of this 
Reign had tranſlated the whole Legiſlature, as to 
this Affair, upon a Committee, nominated by the 


King and Council; ſee Collier's Hiſtory, 2d Part, 


P. 325. and what a Loſs is this to the Kingdom, 


to be now deprived of this Treaſure. God incline 


the Hearts of the preſent legiſlative Power to revive 
it, and give it the Force of a Law now, if they will 


The reſt of | 


diſcharge their Truſts — to God, his Chi Church. x 


and his People. 


In Queen Elizabeth's Time, the Bill for giving 


Authority to 32 Perſons to reviſe the eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, and digeſt them into a Body, was read the 


| ſecond Time in the Houſe of Commons, and not 
thrown out, but ordered to be ingroſſcd; it paſſed 


at the third Reading, but the Houſe of Lords not 
being diſpoſed to the Revival of Church-Diſciplines 
it came to nothing. 

It ſeems apparently, that thoſe Lords being 
glutted with Church-Eſtates, would not let Equity 
reign when they were got into Poſſeſſion. 

But this Watch-Word of Solomon, Honour the 
Lord with thy Subſtance, &c. if conſidered, would 
have induced them to have paſſed the Bill; and the 
leaſt they can do now, is to paſs it into a Law for 
the juſt and regular Government of chis Kingdom 
in all eccleſiaſtical Matters. 

This almoſt is as great a Loſs as that of the Ab- 
| bies to Religion; and if we join the incloſing of 
Commons that followed to Hoſpitality z and if we 
add the grand Rebellion, which was occaſioned for 


want of a on Were. eri, which ſhould _ 
| ove 
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give no Offence; even that may be charged with 
the Want of it; neither is our Reformation com- 
pleat till this be made a Law, or a binding Statute. 


? 


PRECATIO AUTHORIS. 


Accidias donum hoc ſervi & fac utile ſervis, 
Regi præſulibus magnatibus & generoſis, 
Apricole artifici, toti papuloq; Britanno, 

D dent primitias habeant tua dona viciſſim 

Fuſtitia vigeant pietate & pace triumpbent, 
Utg; unigeniti floreſcat gloria nati. 


N wy Paying all the P IRST- 


FRUITHsS of our Increaſe. 8 


tray Prov. 111. Oz 10. hot 15 
Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with. the 
Firſt-Fruits of all thine Increaſe. 


S0 ſhall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy 
- Preſſes ſpall burſt out with new Wine, 


8 . 
! 4. "bl - $ : — 


\ HERE are few but deſire to grow rich, but how 
few are there that take a right Courſe to Riches? 
What God enjoins, and has ſanctified to that 
End, muſt needs procure them, how unbelieving 
ſoeyer Men „ + > nd. EN) 
To inſtance in ſome, Mat ii. 10. Bring ye all the Tythes 
into the Storehouſe, that there may be Meat in my Houſe ; and 
prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not 
open the Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a Bleſſmg that 
there ſhall nat be Room enough to receive it. "a 
That is, if Tythes are paid without rudging, or Ne- " 
ceſſity, becauſe Men are forced to it by Law, w, but ſanctify 1 
that art of their Subſtance willingly, boy the Maintenance 
of God's Houſe ; and come to God's Houſe, his Church, 
to enjoy, for their Soul's Comfort, the Bleffings of his 
Houſe, in the Uſe of the Word and 5 1 led 
thereby into the Way of Truth, and hold fa fa 210 in 
Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and in e 6 
I. e: This Method of acting God has ſanctifed as & Cer-.. 
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=” tain Way to gain a Bleſſing, and grow rich by; and he * 
; challengeth all to try his Fidelity, and ſee if he can prove 7 
falſe to his Word, © : BIS LEH 
Note, It is a wiſe and a noble Saying of Rabbi Bechai, 
and full of great Truth, I thou pay the Tythe, then it is thy 
Corn; if thou do not, then, God ſays, it 16 my Corn, and not 
thine ; for which he brings a Warrant from God's ownWord, 
in Hoſea ii. 9. Therefore I will return and take away my Corn 
in the Time thereof, and my Wine in the Seaſon thereof; for, 
FR  fays Biſhop Patric, who cites this from him, on Deut. xiv. 
6 23. they e ed the whole who did not pay a Tenth, which 

was the Rent God reſerved to himſelf. e 
A ſecond Way to grow rich, or obtain a ſingular Bleſs- 
ing from, is God; not to incloſe Lordſhips, Manours, or 
Pariſhes, but to let the Poor enjoy their Commons in open Fields; 
or if that cannot be done without much Inconvenience, ta take no 
Rent of them for ſuch Incloſures one Year in ſeven, 
Tphis is built on that equitable Law in Deut. xv. 1. the 
. ſeventh Year ſhall be a Releaſe, or a free Year, unto Jeho- 
 _ wah, and famous firſt for letting Servants go free. 2. Ex- 
acting ao Poors Debts. 3. For lettiyg their Ground reſt, - 
and all the Inhabitants having an equal Share in the ſpon- 
taneous Productions of it that Year, the Poor's Rights be- 
ing perpetually ſettled on them by God, for ſerving his own 
wiſe and eternal Purpoſes; for where the Poor are turned 
out for want of Work, as they muſt needs be in Incloſures, 
the Miniſters of thoſe Pariſhes cannot preach to a full Con- 
gregation; the Lord's Table cannot be frequented by 
Crowds of Communicants, as otherwiſe it would have 
been; which is an high Honour done to Jeſus. Neither 
is it fit that a Number of Beaſts ſhould exclude ſuch a 
Number of Families, as might comfortably live and be 
ſupported on that particular Spot, whereby one great End 
of God's creating it is defeated ; and though the ſame People 
are removed to other Places or Pariſhes, as to London, &c. 
It is well known, that that great Metropolis is overſtocked, 
the Body 1s too big for the Head ; they learn Wiekedneſs, oY 
efpecially the meaner Sort, one of another; whereas in Wo” 
Country Villages Modeſty and Shamefacedneſs is better 
_ 0 ed ; Which ſquares well with God's holy Ends in 
making them fit for Heaven, and to dwell with Angels, 
when this Life is ended. WV 3 „ 
No Debt of any Sort muſt be exacted of a poor Man, 
much leſs Intereſt for Money lent; and though the Tekt 
ſapys, of a Stranger it might be cnacted; but Chriſt having =_—_ 
r ô Ä +. torbidden' >. 
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a OO forbidden abſclutely the acting of - 'Ufury f for Goots, 4 be 
Money lent, Luke vi. 30. and extending the Word. Neigh- 
Bou to all in Diſtreſs, and recommending both giving and 


lending to needy People, and eſpecially the ſorgle Eye, 
whereby he meant Munificence, in Mat. v. By theſe and 


many more Explications of his Apoſtles, Chriſt has bound 
this Jerbiſb, or Moſaic Law, faſter upon the Conſciences of A 


Chriſtians, than ever Moſes did upon the Jetus. 


And then it follows, For the Lord ſhall greatly bleſs thee 6 n 
the Land, only if thou carefully hearken unto the Voice of the 


Lord thy Cad, to obſerve to do all theſe Conmandments which I 


Com mane thee this Day, Deut. xv. 4. 

Oed Edom, was exceedingly bleſſed 0 the Ark's Sake, 
pol ſo ſhall all Chriſtians be if they keep cloſe to the Table 
of the Lord, and Church Unity and Communion, and 


repare themſelves, with all their Heart, to entertain Jeſus, | 


whom that Ark repreſented, tabernacling in our own hu- 
man Nature, in his holy Word, his Offices, and Spirit: 


And we know that he has promiſed to return the Enter- 


tainers Treat with many of his Dainties, Rev. iii. 20. 
It is Time now to inſiſt upon Solomon's Method of grow- 


ing rich, as mentioned in the Text, when God made a 
Covenant with 1frael ; and hereby Solomon extended to 


all others in the Gentile World, where all Morality and Vir- 


tue found Acceptance, and were careled he expreſsly 


charged, The fir/t of the Finſt-Hruits of thy Land fhall thou 


bring into the Houſe of the Lord thy Gad, Exod. xxiii. 19. 


And when this Covenant was broken, on account of 


the Goldgn Calf, and renewed at the preſſing Importunity 


and Interceſſion of Moſes, after the Execution of three 
thouſand Malefactors, God renewed it again in Exod. xxxiv. 
26. in the very ſame Words, The fir/t of the Firſt- Fruits of 
os 2 thou ſhalt bring into the Houſe of the Lord thy God. 


Object. But you will ſay; what has /dolatry to do with 
the. ffering or bringing to God's Houſe the Firſt-Fruits ? 


Anſw, That Part of God's Covenant which is a Branch 
of the Ten Commandments, is general to all, both Few 
and Gentile, and he that breaketh one Part 2s guilhy all, 
as St. James avers, in the Caſe of reſpect of Perſons, in 


valuing the Rich and deſpiſing the Poor; For whoſorver 
Hall keep the whole Law, and yet Meud in one Paint, he is 

guilty of all, James ii. IO. 2 — 
pe Offering therefore of the Firſt-Fruits, f 15 manifeſtly _.— 
a Branch of the Furſt Commandment 5 becauſe thereby we 
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before all Ages, his 


& wi N 


Wy Power, o chat the Denlal of the one evidently infers a a N : 
Denial of the other. 


This we aflert, leſt we ſhould be encountered with Fs 


Objection, that Moſes's ritual or ceremonial Law is intirely 
ended, by Chriſt's coming; which we ſhould not be 


againſt owning as well as they, provided they would not 
make this Action or Acknowledgment ritual and ceremonial 


too; which they never will be able to make appear, eſpe- 
| cially when Chriſt aſſerts, It is eaſier for Heaven and Earth 


to paſs, than one Tittle of the Law to fail, Luke xvi. 17. 
Again, Chriſt ſays, He came not to diſſolve, or pull aſunder 


the Law, but to perfect, or fill it up. So Ham. tranſlates 


Matt. v. 17. For verily T ſay unto you, till Heaven and Earth 


paſs, ons Fot ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, until ale 
Things be done; and this among the reſt. 


I want to know what Ceremony theſe Men will find in 
Exod, xiii. 2. San#tify to me the Firji-born, though it is ſaid, 


among the Children 6 Iſtael, as if it were peculiar to them, 


and no other People, it is mine. 

This Law alſo is renewed in Exod. xxxiv. 19, 20. tho 
it was never broke by J/rael, but 7 es Egyptians; which 
e that it 1s a 8 Law of Nature belonging to all 

ations, even as that of the Ten Commandments was, 
which, as the very Image wherein God made Man, had 
been originally printed upon Adam's Mind in Paradiſe, long 


before his Fall. 


This Rab. Levi Barzelonita, as I 101 him cited by Pa- 
trick, admirably comments upon ſaying, God intended by this 
Lo to teach Men that the whole World was his, and that 
they had nothing in it but by his gractous Grant, who challenged 
10 Firſt- born of every Thing to himſelf, becauſe all was his; for 
the fir/?-born Male was dearer to a Man, ſaid he, than the 
Apple of his Eye, yet he was bound ta conſecrate him to God, 
To this the Few Doctors, ſays Patrick, add a more 
ancient Right God had to them, being the Perſons who ſa- 
crificed to God before Prieſts were ordained by the Law of 
Moſes; the young Men Moſes ſent to Nenne in Exod. xxiv. 
5. being the fri- born. 

This eternal Law of Nature the Beyptians had broke; 
theit firſt- born Sons were God's, and not their own ; and 
as any juſt Proprietor may ſeize his own, without Wrong 
done to any, where, or when he finds or ſees them, even 
ſo God made an exemplary Seizure of his own unjuſtly den, 
tained Goods; 8 aſſerted before Hrael, and in them 


"oy to chem; Thou N i" apart ; 
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3 the Lord's; even the 


"OBE Lord all that « W ap kr 14 the Males ſhall be © 
{t-born of an Aſs was to be red.” 
ed, or his Neck was to be broke, unleſs redeemed with a 


Lamb: And all the fir/t-born of Men among thy Children 1 
thou redeem, Exod. xiii. 


Here Gad ſtrikes, and here he gives a Reaſon for bs 
ſtriking, and that by way of Sign or miraculous Teſtimon) 


to all Ages and People, that no one to the End of the 


World ſhould detain his Rights from him, without looking 
for ſome fearful Judgment, perhaps as exemplary as this. 
Who dares then fay that this is a ritual or ceremonial 
Law of the Fewws, it being as old as Adam's Days, and 
known to all the Gentile World; for Paulus Venetus ſaith, 
lib. 1. ch. 45. that the Inhabitants of a certain Region in India 


called Tanguth, redeemed their Sons with a Ram, which they 


offered after the manner of the Hebrews. See Patr. ib. v. 13. 


Nor can this be proved to be one of thoſe Laws which 
St. Paul would not have the. Chriſtian Galatians to be in Bon- 


dage to, Gal. v. 1. when the Egyptians ſmarted ſo remark- 
ably, and every Nation, as well as the Individuals of every 
Nation, muſt ſmart for not obeying it, it may as well be 
ſaid they muſt not obey the Ten Commandments z _ 
being an Appendage to the firſt of the Ten. 


This Redemption of the Firſt- born was ſoon after put in 
Practice by God himſelf, who choſe the Levuites inſtead of 


them; ſec Munb. iii. And a certain Sum of Money was 
pau 7517 all the reſt of the Firſt-born that were above the 

umber of the Levites, which Sum they that were born 
afterwards paid to the Prieſt. 


If God has loſt his Right to . Firſt-born, he may be 


ſaid to have loſt his Right to the Creation, and all So- 


vereignty over it. 


The fame may be ſaid, if he has loſt his Right to the 
ſeventh Year of Releaſe, or his free Year; if Men will not 
releaſe Debts of their poor Tenants, or poor Neighbours, 
one Year in ſeven, they may be ſaid to deny Chriſt's So- 
vereignty and Dominion over that which he has createds 


for open Fields by Contract make ſome Compenſation for 
the Poor's Rights, but Incloſures make none, or next to 


none. 


The Conſequence of which is, If he ary unto the Lord FF 
_ againſt thee 4 8 Hard. heartedneſs, it ſhall be Sin unto thee, 
r, God ſhall charge it upon thee as an Offence | 


Deut. xv. 
againſt his Anil, yea, a great Offence; for ſo ſays Patrick, 
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had not had Sin; or they might have been capable of Par- J 1 J 


don: To him that Fnoweth to % Good, and doth it not, ſaith 


On? ames, to him it ts Sin, James iv, 17. or an exorbitant 
ence, 


By which it appears, that the Hard-hearted are incapa- 
ble of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and conſe- 


quently Heaven, if the Poor cry againſt them. Who then 
dares call that a ritual Law, that can bind and looſe, can 
open and ſhut Heaven, or make Men capable or uncapable 
of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, according as 
they behave towards it. 


o come a little cloſer to the Duty of acknowledging 


God's Sovereignty, by the Tender of our Firſt-Fruits, 
which is not a Law properly Jewiſh, but a e of the 


Firſt Commandment. 
It is certain, that Adam practiſed it all the nine e hundred 


and thirty Years that he lived, elſe he would not have 


taught it ſo carefully to his two eldeſt Sons Cain and Abel. 
Cain, when he paid his Devotions, did not much re- 


gard what his Father Adam had taught him, but brought of 


the Fruit f the Ground, not Fruits, an Offering to the Lord, 
Gen. iv. 3. or the fir that came to his Hand, as Chry- 


ſeſtom thinks, without a careful Choice of what he offered; 


For Got, ſays he, receives our Oblations, not that he needs our 
Subſtance, but defires that thereby we may expreſs our Gratitude, 
for it behoves him that offers to Gad, and offers to him of thoſe 
Things that are his own, and conſiders how much the two Na- 


| tures, the Human and the Divine, di offer, and how great an 


Honour accrues to him, as being a Man, to offer unto God; 
I ſay, · it behoves hithto teſtify his Dutifulneſs, and to aller 
to God the moſt precious and valuable he has to offer. 
See Chryfoft. on 4 cap. Gen. Hom. 18. 


This was diſregarded by Cain, but Abel offered a more 


excellent. the original is, wakova be, a more plentiful 
and greater Sacrifice, or, of the Pirſtlings of his Flock, and 
of the Fat thereof, Gen. i iv. 4. for he knew, as well as his 

95 Tacks Brother Cain, and clearly knew, 


| Stidhiat enim E clare that it was juſt and agreeable to 
ſciebat quod congruum Reaſon to preſent to God ſome- 


oat tt ex ſuis poſſeſſroni- what of his Poſſeſſons. Conſider, 
1 


Knowledge upon the Tonſciene 


N 


ali quid Deo 5 ſays Chryſo/tom, how the Framer o of. 
955 | Nats inſtilled or ingrafted this 1 


* 1 an 


Na other, ſays he, quam guæ in anime conſeio ſcientia, or, 
no other than the Knowledge he had in a conſcious Heart. 
Palladius, in the Life of St. Chryſaſtom, ſays, Cain was the 
firſt that taſted of the Finſt- Fruits, and kept the beſt Things for 
his own Belly. See*him cited by Biſhop Patrick: Whereas; 
his Brother Abel offered or brought, 1. Plentifully, 2. Of 
the very beſt, and, 3. In Faith. e 3 
The Word brought, ſays Patrick, in Hebrew, is never 
uſed about domeſtick or private Sacrifices, but always about 
thoſe publick Sacrifices which were brought to the Door .of - = 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation to be offered by the Prizjt, | = 
es Lev. iv. 4. He that bring the Bullock to the Door, ckec. 
which occurs all along in the ixth Chapter of that Book, 
He therefore ſuppoſes, that Adam began with theſe Obla- 
tions of Herbs, Flowers, Frankincenſe, Meal, &c, in which 
Cain followed him, being of the ſame Profeſſion, viz. an 
Huſbandman, and provided with Store of ſuch Things. 
In the End of Days, or, after Harveſt, they proper their 
devout Acknowledgments to Adam, who acted as Prieſt for 
them, in ſome fixed and publick Place, looking towards 
the Schechinah, or glorious Preſence of God, at the En- = 
trance of the Garden of Eden, from whence he had been. = 
_ expelled ; or poſſibly they might offer them themſelves as _ 
taught by him: For the Notzon of ſacrificing at all, as Eu- _ 
ſebius judiciouſſy reſolves, was not taken up hy Chance; but 
was ſuggeſted both to him and them by a Divine Intimation ; 
ſee lib. i. ch. 10. of his Demonſir. Evan. as a Way of Mor- 
ſhip acceptable to God, Of which Plato, one would think, 
ſays Patrick, had ſome Notion; when he forbids his Law- 
Maker, in his Epinomis, to make any. Alteration in the 
| Rites of facrificing, becauſe, £ Je Wc. it is not = 
poſſible for our martal Nature to know any Thing about ſuch. = 


Mattern. 


Cain's Fault ſeems to lie in this: He did not bring of the 

Frirſt of his Fruit as he ought to haue done, and as the Heathens 3 

ever did, or were bound to do by their ponti ical Latus; as Mr. _ 
Selden obſerves in his Hi/tory of Tythes, chap. 1. in their. 1 
Præmeſſum, or Firſt-Fruits of their Corn ; or, their Calpar, _ 
which was the richeſt of their Wine: For it is only ſaid, he 3 
brought of the Fruit of his Ground,” when Abel brought of the 

Firſtlings of his Flock, with the Fat thereof, that is, the _ = 

very beſt; or poſſibly he meat bring the lankeſt of his 
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= offered the Fruit of his Ground, but did not devote himſelf 


foever Age of the World he live in. 
Abel, upon a full and clear Belief of God's Eſſence, 
Omniſcience, and Willingneſs, as well as Ability to re- 
ward his faithful Servants, out of pure Love, offered 
him the beſt and moſt precious Thing he had, and was 
pronounced righteous for ſuch his Gift. In like man- 
ner, if Chriſtians now will lay down their Lives for Chriſt's 


moſt precious, God will pronounce them righteous as well 
as Abel, and accept of their Sacrifice as well as his; neither 


more glorious of the two. ; 3 
Let us next hear the Divine Charge, and the Bleſſing 
attending the Obedient in Deut. xxvi. 1. And it ſhall be 


giveth thee for an Inheritance, that thou ſhalt take of the fir/t 


which the Lord thy God giveth thee ; and thou ſhalt go unto the 
Prieſt that ſhall be in thoſe Days, and ſay, or make Confeſſion 
unto him, What the Jewih Moſes put into the Mouth of 
the Jetus, the Chriſtian muſt bear a proper Analogy, or 
Proportion with it, in order to gain the promiſed Bleſſing. 
The Conſequence of our and their Compliance with the 
Duty enjoined, is tirus expreſſed: Ver. 17, 18, 19. Thou 
haft avouched the. Lord this Ddy to be thy God, to walk in his 


avouched thee this Day to be his peculiar People, as he hath 


ments; and to make thee high above all Nations which. he hath 
made, in Praiſe, and in Name, and in Honour ; and that thou 


ſpoken. ; 5 : 1 „ 
Covenants are not made with Idiots, but with wiſe 
Men, when a ſpecial Promiſe is made to a ſpecial Duty 


to God. He that will bring his Offering, and leave his Heart 
behind, is not like to be acceptable to God, either now, or what=- © 


| ſhall they looſe, but love their Lives, by ſuch their Confi- + 
dence, and ſhall have a Life with God in the Exerciſe. of 
all rational Actions, as here he had with Men ; but far 


when thou ſhalt come into the Land, which the Lord thy Gd 
of the Fruits of the Harth which thou ſhaft bring of thy Land, 


Mays, to keep his Statutes, aud his Commandments, and his 
Judgments, and to hearken to his Voice. And the Lord hath - 


promiſed thee; and that thou. ſhoulde/t keep all his Command- 


mayefl- be an holy People unto the Lord thy God, as be hath 


due Senſe of God; and ſincere Affection to him; or he 


Sake, ſuffer any Wrong, and part with any Thing that is 


enjoined, common to all the Sons of Adam, and grounded 
upon a common Principle, Gratitude, to reſtrain this, rr 
to prove it ritual, where no Diſtinction of one from ano-. 
ther is intended, as in bodily Circumciſian; what is this But 


- 
x a 
L 8 5 bad N 
* \ \ * 1 * 17 N . * 8 4 
U * 6 : i x «if b ” 4% > . p 4 8 * " 3 4 : Wl; 
* 1 0 4 5 a Fe : 1 * 8 10 e e \; Lag : ha Ws 
N. . ; ens 2 * bl ö by N ; 71 NT. ©: * . 2 4 
p 4 . , 1 bj 4) * 6 R N * z $ 1 0 > 5 $4 
4 \ £49, 33 3 ern 76 : 8 x - » * r nnen MN 5 & 8 3 wo 
** * i, ; 8 | Rt 73 Ke 2 + $04 
1 by g F t RE OHA 3 | e 4.45 e N . + 
me *. * & n p » NN. 2 175 M3 FE: l 
r? ' 9 ** * 
1 85 FY 5 
n , N 
2487, 5 18 
11 p * Hz Fa F 
5 145 
1 #2 „ 
To EO : 
bY ESL +: 
LES», 
f 3 
$I 


Tal. 


to dey 18 a0 TE, of all Mankind, ind | 13. g la 


G ' » Y 


to rob God of his due Honour, and to rob Men " their 


reateſt Treaſures, Riches, and Rewards, inſomuch that 
Shen an Heathen Writer, Porphyry, in his 3d Book, Sect. 
78, as cited by Biſhop Patrick, has this Expreſſion, They 
who offered no Fnyt-Fruits, were looked upon as Atheiſts: See 
Patrick on Lev. p. 458. And the Romans in this expreſſed 


the Senſe of all Mankind, in that, as Pim aſſures usz in 


lib. xvii. cap. 2. of his Natural 
Hiſtory, That they would not taffe 
of their new Corn, or Wine, till fruges aut vina, ante“ 
their Prieſt had offered their Firſt- | quam ſacerdotes primi= 
Fruits. Diadorus Siculus alſo faith, tias ages 1 1 
that it was a Practice among the Egy 
Tians t fake, Jpeg A Or» an 7 LP of the new Corn, 10 


be offered to their Gods; Fwy all Men, even by Inſtinct of Na- 


tue, think this juſt, t give , e te him who gives 
then all they have * And in * 2 


before they take any to themſelves. 


The Devil, who always was defiroius t to ape and 1 


God in all Things, taking Advantage of this general Prin- 
ciple, ingrafted into all Mens Hearts, prevailed upon the 


ignorant Greeks to be worthipped at Delss, an Iſle in the 


 Zgzan Sea, where Latoria, as they ſay, got with Child by 
Jupiter, was delivered of Apollo, and Diana, to whom, or 

ther to the Devil, in their Names, it was ever after de- 
voted, 


were brought all the Firſt-Fruits of all Lands far and near, 
as to the true God. Callimachus the Poet, in his Hymn jon of 
Piles, | in Honour of Apollo, Fw expreſſes the Devotion 6 
"all People: 
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Tythes, 


Being eld ard each 0 7 ty with 1 up and with Dan- "a 


cing; | 


Lords you Medi ſor from the Halt, aer, ff n the 15 ft ana 


South, 
. aud o their Burdens to preſent then to they Day; 3 
1 at" other's 22 e 8 far.as fro om T 4 North 


Y 


3» 0 


Ne guftabant hovas 


lace to give him his Dut 


Hither, thous h ba * 4 moſt Far and n galt 


— — >] n — on 
So - 6 
_ 


a 


n 


* 


—— 


n 


— * r 422 ap 4 —_ A n * * 
* — 22 X. = _— 3 3 >» . 12 2 X Wd I 
_ 72 A + 8 n 5 WALES a » 46 * 28 my = 22 \ Lo 
e 22 ee :ͤ— . — — > Oe Led a 
LW b Sh e A * * - 22 Aa P * 
3 * "5 - RS Pikes i532 2 * a „ — PAs. ; 8 3 A © FD - 6. 
* 


"RES 

Ne... a - 
n 
— - — 2 
8 — 


A 
r 
— 
— + 
— 


— 
— 


wy 
— — 
"IC. > 


$33 ww 


1 c 8 8 rr 82 We N Mr 0 us, 7 3 
q 4 we 0 11. ar ds. FEA <A BEN no WW. wit ddd * 288 ey. 4 N 0 n 75 N 
* A i” * * N I's we : 4 ti” N Woes} A AY wx F HEAT Ye vi N e N oP 5 F< ts . wi 7 5 . 3 * N a+ "= es; ie + 4 . 1 74 5 
9 » * N Ce N L ko e 4 9 * R py * P LA PO Sy IS "as 6 - wo... 25 Y Fs oh - * 5 

rn eie OST OTTWEY T7 >; , We . 2% * F een eimer n 

We [fv if r . We N N 1 5 6 * # $2 Ri og, 0 e Nn 12 
ae en n l e 3 A n n N 

>. v7 be. 1 N 3 . & <4 7 n L : . 18 At SF > 9 [1 1 bo 7 1 a 72 CATS. 2 I . 

; 1 Pats * ae 37 N e * Gn 3 2 OR Py 0 4 $a N. KY f of "A. 2 a * I 1 8 iy * 18 * . 

. . N 15 128 e 4 +3 . 7 \ 

8 i «dn. tf, * eb . 4 1 , : 4 5 ; n * 1 0 * 
1 


* . 3 9 . 3s ; 
N , 7 1 a : 
_Y | 15 
1 2 A 7 e * 
LI * . ; 
BR vb, 15.9 Y | . 
__ 


e eee i 
Every Vear were theſe Firſt-Fruits carried up by rich Se- 1 
nators, for the Honour of this Idol, and the Maintenance g 
of his Miniſters and idolatrous Worſhip, and ſhall we be f 
3 flack or aſhamed to do that for the Honour of the true Gd. | 
5 wich they with ſo much Joy, and Coſt, and Solemnity, 
5 R , TT nu, 
If Satan can prevail upon any with Achan to uſurp, or 
with Cain, careleſsly, or with Indifferency, to give God 
3 his Firſt-Fruits, he will by Degrees entangle them in as 
*N many Sins and Miſeries as he did Achan and Cain, and 
1 plunge them into intolerable Evils. The Riches of Delos 
1 may be gueſſed at by this true Story: Pericles, a noble 
Athenian, was intruſted with eight thouſand Talents belong- 
ing to this Idol; ſome of this 1 he had embezzled for 
his own Uſe, and being ſome Time very thoughtful and 
perplexed how to clear himſelf, and give up a fair Account, 
Vis his Nef e 11c:biad:e me to ſee him in that Pe ty. 


j { 8 * 2 8 a 7 JICALLY 7 
and aſking him the Reaſon why he was ſo much in the 
" Dumps? His Anſwer was, he was ſtudying which oy 
3 | make up his Accounts fair; Alcibiades replied, His beſt Way 
N was to ſtudy how to give no Accounts at all: Which bad Ad- 
vice gratifying his Humour and preſent Diſtreſs, he in- 
volved his State of Athens into a War with the Lacedemo- 
mans, called the Peloponeſian War, which laſted 27 Years, 
3 and ended in the Downfall and burning of Athens ; which 
133 lay in Aſhes ſome Years, till Conon, with Money from 
= rtaxerxes, renored and rebuilt it; 7 hh nNOS 
The Covenant of Bleſſing which God makes with us, 
for paying him gratefully and generouſly the Firſt-Fruits of 
=. all our Increaſe, is not temporary only, but temporary and 
= . ſpiritual alſo, that is, eternal; for what is it to be made 
- high in Name, and in Praiſe, and Honour, and be owned and 
= avouched by God as his Favourites, Friends, and Confederates, 
1 except it be to enjoy an eternal Glory with him; even ſuch 
a Reward as Chriſt promiſed to ſuch as conquered in the 
Church of Pergamos; To him that overtometh, will I give to 
eat of the hidden Manna; and I will give him a white Stone, 
and in the Stone a Name written which no Man knoweth, au- 
ow ing he that receiveth it, Rev. ii. 17, 5 "1": 
_ a It will be a great Victory to overcome our Reluctance 
1 to acknowledge God's Power, Goodneſs, and Sovereignty, 
1 by a free Tender of the Firſt- Fruits of all our Increaſe ; 
Nothing is now more generally neglected than this among 
_ Chri/tians, as though it did not concern them, or belong to br” 
them, but was wholly a Jeroiſb Law And indeed till this 4 3 
I OT EB, O)djection 
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Obhection be removed, it will be in yain to ſpeak to them 
about it. I ſhall therefore firſt give a ſure and eaſy Rule 
for all Chriſtians to know what is obligatory and binding 
upon them from the Law of Moſes, from my own Manu- 
ſcript lying by me, called, The Harmony and Agreement be- 
tween Moles and Ghrift, _ F 

It muſt be premiſed, that the Word Law is to be ta- 
© ken in two Senſes; firſt, in its unreformed State by Mo- 
© ſes; ſecondly, in its reformed State by Chriſt. In its re- 
formed State, 7u/tn Martyr tells 275 the eo, that 
© there were many Things in their Law not only per- 


' mitted, but abſolutely commanded, for the Hardneſs of 


[4 
9 
© their Hearts, as Divorce, Circumciſion, &c. and to put 
a Stop to ſome growing Evil that they were addicted to. 
The Things thus permitted or commanded, they 


© abuſed contrary to (God's at,” __ placed all Piety in 
_ This Chriſt was ſent by his 


thoſe outward Obſervances. 
| bleſſed Father to reform, that is, to require, anc 


ſubſtantial Duties, inſtead of thoſe Shadows that olth 


order to put a better or ſtronger in its Rogm ; which did 


A A A A a A 


Prophets, . 


© Notwithſtanding this his loving and gracious Deſign, 
they looked upon him and his Diſciples as Enemies to 
their Religion and Laws, and oppoſed all his uſeful Al- 


terations and Reformations as deſtructive to their Conſti- 
tution and Temple. They pretended they would be glad 


A 6A RA aA X & a 


if they might but adhere to every Ceremony of the Law, 
and ſo retain both the new and the old Conttitution toge- 


the warm judaiſing Chriſtians, and the orthodox and 
meek Servants of Chriſt; the one aſſerted the Obſerva- 
tion and Continuance of every Point'of the judaical Law ; 
the other inſiſted on Chrilt's Reformation, and the Abo- 
" lition of thoſe Shadows which he changed into Subſtance. 


a a ® a mn A „ 


© Thus, without' the Law the Righteouſneſs of God is mani- 


* feſted, and yet is teſtified both by the Law and Prophets. 


© The Few reſts in the Law, that is, boaſts and diſcriminates 


© himſelf by it; and yet by the Works of the Law ſhall 56 5 


be juſtified. The Promiſe was confirmed to Abrdham 
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gured them; which holy Deſign of his was not unlike 
the pulling out a weak or broken Piece of Timber, in 


not any Ways tend to deſtroy, but reform the Law and 


to embrace any Reformation that he ſhould make, pro- 
vided not a Pin of their own Fabrick might be removed, 


ther. This, gave Occaſion to endleſs Diſputes between 
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Foundation of the Promiſ: made to him. The bare Letter 
of the Law killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. The Mi: 
niſtration of Death i is in the Letter of Moſes unreformed, 
but the Miniſtration of the Spirit through Chriſt's Re- 
formation giveth Life. So then our ſure and ſafe Rule to 
know what is obligatory and binding upon Chriſtians from 
the Law of Moſes, muſt take its juſt Height and certain 
Level from Chriſt's exact and 0 . eformation of 
Moſess Law, viz. 1. That every Ceremony or Shadow 
in the one, has Truth and Subſtance in the other, 


2. That each elan or political Law which appeared to 


be God's Wil among them, as far as the Variations of 
Times and Circumſtances makes it prudent, juſt, or rear 
ſonable to us in ours, claims a proportionable Equity. 


| 4 And that every moral Precept, ſuch as is contained in 


e Ten Commandments, remains ways the ſame, and 
invariably binding for ever. 


„ EE 8 K K K N 


2 Nr 7 N. 


A Thing of fo great Moment as this cannot be ſup- 


poſed to be forgotten by the Holy Ghoſt, or the Penman 
inſpired by him, fince it ever tag and always will be, 
the Practice of wiſe Law-givers, to make their Laws 


adequate to, and level with the Capacities of thoſe who 
are to obferve them. 


+ Accordingly we find the Apoſtles of our Lord conſulted 


in che Matter of Circumciſion, and in the firſt general 
Council held at eruſalem, under the Preſidency of no lels 
than the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, God bleſſed for evermore, 
making their full and final Determination of this im- 
portant Affair; which Decree of theirs, rightly under- 
ſtood, will ſettle the Conſcience touching J hings, bind- 
ing or not binding, in Mo ofes, and runs thus: W7 ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
Burden than theſe neceſſary Things, that ye abſlain from 
Meats offered to 7 and from Blood, and from ſtrangled, 
and from Formcation ; from Mrs if ye keep yourſelves, ye 
ſhall do well, "fare ye well, T hat is, Peter would have 
none of Wiſes s-Burdens laid upon the Gentiles, becauſe 
he had ſeen Cornelius, and others of them, to partake of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in as full and free a Manner as Au 
or any Few whatloeyer could; as Paul and Barnabas, as 
appears in the Courfe bf their Diſputation, affirmed that 
they had ſeen the like, 'and thought as he did, But there 
being a great Difference between taking away, not only 
ee but all Tewiſh Obſeryances whatſoever, and 
ave P0090 8 to 1 Le 0 tor 2 * of Hu Who bag ow 
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[137 
tin Credit ſo many hundred Years, St. James, the Bir 
- © ſhop of FJeruſalem, and our Lord's half Brother, finds out 

© a Temper, or a middle Way, between thoſe that would "ol 

have none, and thoſe that would have all Moſaick Yokes : 
© impoſed, that fo the eros might have the leſs Offence, 
1 and the Gentiles no Burden neither. Therefore he ſplits 
| the Hair thus: The Fews are ſo glewed to Things ſo 2 
| © inculcated in their Law, that ts teat. them. away ſuddenly, 
1 © would fetch up Skin and Fleſh and all; that is, diſſolus all 


. 


A * 


C Union and Coalition between them; thergfort, ſaid hes let 
© all Gentiles thus 15 judaiſe, abſtain from · Things offered to 
8 l Blood, and Things ſtrangled; which, conſidering 
s Chriſtian Liberty, and the Difference of Meats, now | 
© utterly taken away; as allo abſtracted from wilful Sin to 
God, and the Cate of Scandal, or giving Offence to 
Man, may be looked upon as Hardſhips, or Matters of 3 
£ Condeſcenſion : Let as for Fornication, or marrying within vj 
© the Degrees prohibited, which is not an indifferent Thing, W_ 
but a moral Precept, ſee Lev. xviii. and all Things ele  Þ 
< that relate to the Ten Commandments, we the holy Apoſtles of 
< Chriſt, by the Direction 75 the Holy Ghoſt, bring all con- 1 
< werted Gentiles under the Obedience of the Decalogue ; but ſo, _ 
that the Law of Moſes, the Servant, and of Chriſt, the 2 
Mater, be taken as one Law, and ſpeak and mean the fame _ 
hing; and that nothing be deduced as obligatory ſrom the ong, = 
© which has not the Seal of the living God, and is warranted 2 
s by the other.” m fi 260 ws . 
If all Men would join Iſſue in this, we ſhould ſoon prove _ 
Honour to God with our Subſtance, and with the Firſ/t- Fruits 1 
of all our Increaſe, io be as much a Chriſtian Duty as a Jewiſh, = 
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v. 8. In all which-the Jews were nat fo blind, ſays 


f 14 ] 

runs, to procure. God's Bleſſing upon the reſt of the Harveſt ; 
and that they might have Liberty to uſe the Corn it produced, 
which it was not lawful for them to do, till the Firſt- Fruits 
were given to God, The whole Paſſage runs thus; Men 
ye come into the Land which I give unto you, and ſhall reap the 
Harveſt thereof; then ye ſhall bring a Sheaf of the Fir/t-Fruits 
of your Harveſt, meaning of Barley Harve/?, which began 
at the Paſſover; and of Wheat Harveſt, which began at 
Pentecoſt. As at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, ſays Patrick, 
thoſe of the Vine, and other Fruit-Trees, were brought 
and offered up, becauſe this was held by all Mankind as a 
principal Part of Religion, to, make this early Acknowledg- 
ment of God for his Goodneſs. And then it follows; 
Unto the Prieſt, and he ſhall wave the Sheaf before the Lord to 
be accepted for you; on the Morrow after tbe Sabbath the Prieſt 
Pall wave it; that is, on the ſixteenth Day of Niſan; for 


the 15th was hs Fre Saturday Sabbath; and the r6th 


was exactly our after Sunday, which alſo was the firſt of 
the fifty Days which they reckoned till Pentecaſt; at which 


Time, or at our Whitſunday, another Sheaf of the V beat 


Harveſt was in the ſame Manner by the Prieſt to be waved 
before the Lord. See Patrich, p. 459. on Lev. xxiii, 

This muſt belong to Jews and Chriſtians alike, becauſe ' 
it fo lively repreſented Chriſt's Reſurrection on that Day, 


as their and our Fir/t- Pruits from the Dead, or of all them 


that ſlept. Here we ſee Duty, Intereſt, and Religion, all in- 
terwoven together, ſo that the Denial of one, is the Denial 


of all; neither can we be warranted to ſay in this Caſe, 


when the Subſtance comes, the Shadows diſappear ; ſince though 
Chriſt is come, who is the Subſtance of all our Hopes and 
Deſires, yet that which repreſented him in this Caſe is not 


a Shadow; but a moral Duty, as atteſted by Solomon, and a 


neceſſary Branch of the Firſt Commandment. _ 
On Pentecoſt Day, Chriſt, from Heaven, ſent the Fir/?- 


Fruits of the Spirit; and who dares ſay, that they do not 
equally belong to the Fews and the Gentile World? 


But to return to dur Eaſter Sunday, though that Day 
with the Jews was not fo holy as the firſt Day of Unlea- 
vened Bread; yet it was always looked upon as a Part of 
the Feſtival, and was called by them Mod Katon, or, The 
Leſſer Solemmity; as all the leſſer Days were between tlie 
firſt and the ſeventh ; and therefore (v. 12.) a ſpecial Offer- 


ing is here ordered upon this Day, befides the daily Burnt 


Sacrifice, and beſides the Sacrifice which was appointed, 


; „ 4 
7 n 8 4 
Y 408 N 
1 W £3 PU 


- N 
8 
SQ” i l 
* . PA 
4.) 4 SR L 
„ A x48 * | 
7c a 1 1 
3 —"" 
. + ++, (EO 
| , .* 6 j 
ö ated 4 
7 , 15 "oY * 4 q 
f 2 = i 5 
* „ 


"To 15 1 
bat thut "Ma were able to perceive. the ſpiritual Service F God, 
by Prayers, Praiſes, hearing the Law, and meditating on God's 
Horde; all which have continued on the ſame Day, from 
that Time to this, full 57 50 Vers. 

But you will ſay, what is this to our temporal Firſt 
Fruits =” that 4 is come, and that Type, if it by 
one, is fulfilled ? n 

Anſiw. Though Chriſt be our Redormner, and has thereby 

given us Aſſurance oſ our Reſurrection as well as of his 
owyn; yet it muſt be remembered, that he is our Creator 
likewiſe, St. Paul ſaying, By him were all Things created that 
are in the Heavens, and that are in Earth, viſable and inviſible, 

Col. i. 16. Therefore his Right as ſuch muſt be diſtinct, 
aud not cohtroverted or denied him, ſince as we dare not 
deny the King 8 Rights, ſo we mult not preſume to yay 
bis,, 

As˖ the Law of the Ten S was not pecu uliar 
to the Jews, ſince, as Tertullian tells them, that all Nations 
had it, as being a Part of God's Image, engraven on Man's 
Mind in Paradiſe ; no more is this particular Law, touch- 
ing the, ſanRifying or ſeparating to God our temporal Firſt- 
Fruits; ſince what is the Voice of Nature is peculiar. to 
none, but common to all. As God is the moſt excellent 
of all Beings, the beſt and chiefeſt of all his Creatures are 
his Due; as alſo the beſt Services of thoſe beſt and chiefeſt 
of his Creatures. Now the beſt Service Man can do to 
him muſt be by his Life, therefore theſe two Ways were 
allowed, either Dedication or Redemption. As to Beaſts, 

the beſt Service they can do to him, if clean, is by their 
Death; if unclean, and yet profitable and uſeful to Man, 
ſuch as Aſſes, they. muſt be redeemed with thoſe of a per- 

fecter Kind, or not put to our Work. An Exchange of a 

Lamb for an Aſs is commanded, Ex. xiii. 1 3. but in caſe 
of a. voluntary Vow it might be exchanged, as in Lev. xxvii. 
12. * that Pri ice which the Prieſt did value it at, all dedi- = 
cate Things being his. The Reaſon of which is the ſame as =_ 

- God aſſerts about 'T'ythes, They are the Lord's, they are holy = 

to the Lord, and it is not lawful to convert an holy Thing -— 
to an unholy or prophane Uſe, . 1 

As God, by Creation, has a Right to all Creatures, wo 
he has freely given that Right to all his depending Crea= 
tures, reſerving nothing to himſelf of all this great Store, _ 
but only the Firſt-Fruits and Tenths of all; which, by an 
after Donation, he gave, or ſettled upon the Levites, bot 8 
RO and Chr! 2 ſee Nang, xviüi. 21. 3 wit 
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all. 


Jo: 1x31. 27. For their 3 5 which they ſerve in 0 a 
ongregation or Sanctuary oy are both Parts of the 
fame Right, and Ne went both together, when ripe 
and fit to be preſented unto God; the Intention of giving 
them being the ſame in both, that we may acknowledge 
God the Author of all good Things 93 fo of Victory, a as well 

as of all the common Bleflings of Life. 
Thus Abraham, after his Victory, Gen. xiv. gave ho 
Tenth of the Spoils, and not any fort of Tenths, but as it 
ſhould be rendered out of the Prime of his Store, Ex rd 
elupelivicer, "Heb. vil. 4. Mig in on NM 8 Lunogeticon we 
mes with this memorable Paſſage, Men ought in Hunting to 
in from the Gods, and to preſent to them the Finft-Hruits of 
t they have taken, no ” than in d Victory, the chief Rari- 
wy wh the” Spoil. Thoſe Rarities, it is certain, that Abra- 


ham gave to Melchizedeck, the Prieſt of the moſt high God; 


not as in point of Civility, but as his Due or Right ; as alſo 
Jacob his Grandſon, gave the Tenth of all God's Bleffings 
for the Maintenance of his Worſhip, both acting upon the 
ſame Principle, v:z. out of Honour to God, and with a 
View, doubtleſs, by uſing the ſame Pump-handle to draw 
more of the fame Water out of the ſame Well 
As God's Bleſſing in an eminent Manner attends the juſt 


Payment of the Firſt-Fruits, and the Jews were not the 


only Perſons intituled to thoſe Bleſſings, it may be proper 
to diftinguiſh what belongs to Bs and what belongs ito 


In yas" xxiii. we "FT that God made a Type of the 


Pai pit among the Jes, to repreſent the two greateſt 


Metcies Mankind could poffibly enjoy; and thoſe were, firſt, 
Chriſt's Reſurrection as well as ours with him, and that on 
our Eaſter Sunday, and the ſecond on Pentecoſt ; the former 
by the Firſt-Fruits of their Barley-Harveſt, and the ſecond 


by the Firſt-Fruits of their Wheat Harveſt ; the Particulars 
of which are there at large deſcribed : Both which he or- 
dered ſhould be preſented to him, not on their Saturday 


Sabbath, but on our Sunday, or the partiarchal, to ſhew all 
Mens Intereſt in the ſame. This cannot belong to us, the 


Type having its proper Anti- type, though the Subſtance of 
both belong to all. 


Note, God's ſpecial Charge, that none ſhall appear be. 6 


fore, or, in Hebr. ſee God's Face empty, Exod. xxiii. 15. 
Deut. xvi. 16. mightily impreſs this Duty upon all. And, 54 


though both our Climate and Circurhſtances differ muck 
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Fiation in | the Mode of Manner of prefintida det yet 4 
juſt 870 willing Mind, religiouſly. bent _ ſanctified by 
holy Spirit, can ſoon make up thoſe Differences: 
and adapt 7 the Time and Manner of pteſenting the 
Firſt-Fruits, fo as to make them fully as acceptable to God 
as the Jewiſh Oblations, and as productive of the Ends f 
which they were deſigned; which are Riches, Plenty * 
God's Bleſſing. A ſmall Quantity of which, with the 
Prophet Eliſba's Bleſſing, fed an W Men, 2 Kings iu. 
42. to the Amazement of the Beholders. And Chriſt's 


Loaves, whereby he fed Thouſands; wanted Multitudes td 
eat them, far more than thoſe that were preſent, rather 


than any Diminution i in their multiplying; as the Widow's 
Oil would not have ſtopped, had there been more Veſlels 
to receive it. As ljrael was Holineſs ta the Lord, and the 
Pirſt-Fruits of his Increaſe, Jer. ii. 3. ſo were the primitive 
Believers by the Effuſion of God's Spirit at Pentecoſt. 
And all this, by Chriſt's becoming the Firſt-Fruits from 
the Dead to both; the one had his Death repreſented in 
the Paſſover, the other ſaw it on the Croſs: _ 

As God remembered the Kindneſs of 1ſrae!'s Youth; and 
the Love of their Eſpouſals, when they followed him into 
the Wilderneſs, in like Manner God remembered the 
Eindneſs of the firſt Chriſtian's Youth, and the Love of 
their Eſpouſals; when ſuch Grace, even boundleſs and un- 
meaſureable, was upon them all. Theſe were the Firſt- 

Fruits of God's Harveſt, in collecting into one Body the 
whole Gentile World. 


Can any one believe; that the temporal Firſt-F ruits un- 


dermined the ſpiritual, or the ſpiritual ſupplanted the teni- 
poral; ſo that there ſhould be no Neceſſity for Chriſtians, 
after that; to preſent unto God any more temporal Firſt- 


Fruits? 

{1 aſk, Is Gratitude dons withal | ö Do Chriſtians ceaſe to 
be depending Creatures ? Does Chtiſt ceaſe to be the Crea- 
tor and fovereign Lord of all? Does his Church need no 
Succeſſions of Miniſters; no Firſt-Fruits of human Bodies 
and Souls; to ſupply the Room of thoſe that die; ſuch as 
Ignatius and Palycarp; to preach among tte Gentiles his 


own unſearchable Riches ; that; as Ezehiel ſays; ch. xliv: 
30. A Blefſmg may reſt in their Houſe ; as it was to reſt upoii 


| I ral after the Return from the 1 after the 5 

1 yment of the Firſt- F ruits ; and that the Lord -might not 
A fail of having his juſt Due, the Prophet there commands: 
A mils 1 not AN nor 2 nor 7 oy E Wk: 
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Fruits of the Land; for 
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this. 
Long, Erek. XIV 4... | 
If theſe Men ſtill ſay, that the Firſt-Fruits of our Land 

are typical, with their Payment, and not a moral Duty, let 
them tell us the Anti-type belonging to it; and why was 


| Nehemaah, and all the Jews after the Captivity, after they 


underſtood God's Will, upon the reading of the Law and 
Confeſſion of their Sins, ſo ſcrupulouſly zealous, to brin 
in all the Firſt-Fruits mentioned in his tenth Chapter, un- 


leſs it had been that they were ſenſible that their former 


Neglects in this behalf had been in great meaſure the Cauſe 
of their ſo great Sufferings: And of this we may be ſure 
from God's own Words, in Lev. xxvi. 34, 35. he having 
threatened this as a Puniſhment for ſuch Neglect; as it is 
ſaid, Then ſhall the Land enjoy her Sabbaths as long as it tyeth 
deſolate without them, and ye be in your Enemy's Land ; be- 
cauſe it did not reſt in your Sobbaths when ye dwelt upon it. 
A bitter Reproach this is, as Biſhop Patric obſerves, 

for their Ingratitude to God, and their Inhumanity in not 
keeping the Sabberical Year, as mentioned in the foregoing 

Chapter, 2. the xxvth ; of all which Incloſures, or ſuch 
as enjoy incloted Eſtates now, are equally guilty, if they 


make not full Satisfaction for the ſpontaneous Productions 
of thoſe Incloſures to their Fellow-Commoners ; as the 


Poor have, by God's expreſs Allowance, an equal Right 


with themſelves, one Year in ſeven. 


This was the Tenure in Capite, whereby they held their 
Land; and this is % Tenzre in Capite whereby Chriſtian: 
Lords and Gentlemen, who have ExpeQations from Chriſt, 
hold theirs ; it being the Lord's Sabbath, and not Man's. 
Our wiſe Anceſtors compounded this Difference by laying 
all Fields open; if Incloſers will lay their Fields open, no- 


thing ſhall be demanded of them: And haw do they give 


unto God the Things that are God's, if they do not? 
Davis Reaſons are nervous, pithy, and cogent, to in- 
duce the moſt unwilling to comply with this Duty, which 


carry this Weight. 


n ſhould 1 fear in the Days of Wickedneſs, &c, that 

is, incur the Loſs of Happineſs at the End of my Life, 
when I can fo ng Mating it. Confident Men baaſt 
themſelves in their Wealth, but not one of them that 
make a Boggle at obeying God's Command, in releaſing 
his poor Tenant's Debt, or making Satisfaction to him 
one Year in ſeven, in caſe of Incloſure, or of paying the 
Firſt-Fruits of his Increaſe voluntarily unto God, can 
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either redeem himſelf or his Brother, or pay a Name 
or Price of equal Value for him; for the Redemption of 


Souls is N precious, above all that his Parts, 


Strength, or Wealth can purchaſe or procure: All 
which, as to his Share in it, ſhall ceaſe and be cut off 
for ever. Moſt ridiculous therefore it is to call the Land 

after their own Names, and ſo to ſeek a Perpetuity of 
Fame and Poſſeſſion that Way; when there is a Neceſſity 
of ſubmitting unto Death, which the beſt and greateſt of 
them never could eſcape, but then and there to be made 
a Prey in Body and Soul for ſuch Injuſtice; and to ſee: 
the Righteous, who made it a Matter of Conſcience. | in 
ſubmitting to God's Law, to have the Dominion over 


them in the Morning of the Reſurrection. This is ſuch 
à Piece of Folly and Inconſiſtency, that no wiſe Man 


will ſubmit to be guilty of it. As to myſelf, who act 
upon other Principles, 1 am aſſured that God will redeem 


myſelf from the Power of the Grave; for he ſhall receive 
me unto Glory: Therefore, let no Man envy that Sin- 


ner's Greatneſs, ſince he can carry nothing away with 
him when he dieth ; but rather let him take Care to do 
Good to himſelf, by doing Good to others; ſince an un- 
regenerate Man is no better than a Beaſt, and muſt ne 


ver ſee Light, when this Lite is ended, Plal. NR. 


Since then the Firſt- Fruits are Himel by God, as well 28 


his Shemittah, a free Tear, by an eternal Law of Equity, and 
the Danger of wilful Neglect, or Non-Compliance with 
them, is apparent enough, and Where Fields are not laid 
open, the Poor mult needs loſe Chriſt's gracious Benevo- 
Jence to them, if a certain Time be not legally, and by Autho- 


rity fixed, when that ſeventh Year ſhall begin and end; it muſt 
then well become the Wiſdom of a Chrittian Nation to aſ- 
certain the ſame when it ſhall commence, as the Jews ſab- 


batical Vear was always fixt and certain; then our Poor, as 
well as theirs, may know when to claim the Benevolence 
allotted them; whereas now, under the preſent Uncertainty, 
the Rich make no Equivalent, and perhaps reſolve to 
make none, as if the Land was theirs, independent of any 
Claim from God or his Members; and the poor Man liv- 


ing within the Incloſure, who ought to be a Commoner, ' 


being Brow-beaten, cannot come at his Right, and is 
turned out of his Cottage if he aſks it. 


Note, Though ſome commonable Pieces of Land are ON 


Kaba ſet out for the Poor 8 Uſe, ads thoſe are far from 
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ſhip one Year in ſeven; and it generall falls out, that 1 in 
150 Years Time there are ſew or no Poor left to enjoy 
hoſe reſerved Pieces, ſo that they, with all the reſt, all ; 
into the Landlord's Hands, contrary to what T/aiah fays, | 
Wi Il ye dwell upon the Earth aline ? chap. v. 8. 

Theſe Sins then, if David ſays true, or is in the Ri oht, 
are a flat Rejection, or a Denial of Chriſt's Redemption? 
and a caſting off all our Expectations from him, And 
What a fooliſh Bargain does that Man make, who, to gain 
2 whole World, looſes his own Soul; but much an age 
| for the gaining 'þo fm 1 all a Part of it as poor Men's Right of 
| Commons ? As if the Poor and Rich, by this Piece of Com- 
municativeneſs, were not deſigned to rejoice together here- 
after in CARIES Kingdom. 

It is a Greek Proverb, To be þo0 $ 
G1 dx Adria m&- from a baſe Cauſe is ſeandalous; ; por 
yedau Gferpes, Tere 70 Dem#ſthenes ſays, Upon this Account 
RVp40L4VG evo T«y0-*vpy- Men run out their Eſtates, and we 
ber, &c. Demoſth. ſhall find, that this is the Cauſe of 
In Philip. iii. Hac de all E. ils, that Men will not act up- 
re labefaftari omnia rightly, and do ſincerely thoſe Things 
. znvenicmus, & hoc 2 ü chat are juſt. 
fe principium malorum The dreadful Havock this Sin has 
onmium quod Homines made in the Families of our Nobi- 
nolint ſimpliciter illa lity and Gentry, may be ſeen at 
agere gue Jujia fun. large; eſpecially ſince 1536, in Sir 
„%% war 4 vu Henry Speltnan's Book, called, The 
Ht ory and Fate of Sacrilege. 

t may juſtly and truly be aſſerted, that God by his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt never made-one Foot of Land to exclude bim- 
ſelf and his poor Members from the Firſt-Fruits and Tenths 
thereof, Nor can any one juſtly find Fault with barren 
Lands being improved, and made more uſeful to the Pub- 
lick ; the making thoſe Lands fo improved, a private Fro- 
perty, is all the Sin and Crime, 

The Practices of the Heathens, who ated only by the 
tl ght of Nature, before Chriſt's coming, will prove, in 
the laſt Day, it is to be feared, the great and juſt Condem- 
nation of Cbridians, if the Queen of Sheba and the Men of 


Tins, were to riſe up in Judgment againſt thoſe of his 
une. : +: | 

Aulus Gellius, in his ivth Chap. of the twelfth Book, 
uotes ſuch a Paſſage out of the Poet ©, Ennius's ſeventh 
Pool of Annals, toziching the wiſe Conduct. of Geminus | 
W that 1 it may well make e to tremble, A 


1. 1 


Veh 4 


in Nobleman of his Time, whoſe Conduct he paints forth + Mi. 
dy. I 15 the Life.: His Words run thus; there is a Matter e. 
; ſcribed,” and ſet down by Q, Ennius in the 7th of his An- = 
nals tranſcendently pretty, and to the Life, . under the Hi- 
ſtory of Geminus Servilius, a Nobleman ; with what Wit, 1 
with what Sweetneſs of Temper, with what Modeſty, = 
with what Fidelity, with what Parſimony or Fewneſs of _ = 
Words, and yet what right Opportunities he took fort 
ſpeaking ; withal, how well ſeen he was in all ancient 
Tran Ctions and antique Manners, and yet thoroughly 
verſed in all the preſent or modern; under what * | 
Awe he was of maintaining and defending Secrets without 
| betraying them, Laftly, with what numberleſs Allevia- 
tions he was armed to ward off the Miſeries of Life, the 
Diſburdenments,' Comforts, and all friendly Offices he 
adapted to the moaneſt, though ſo rarely expreſſed by thoſe 
of a ſuperior Fortune. „5 | 
I think theſe following Verſes to be no leſs worthy the 
frequent and continual Rehearſal and Remembrance of all 
Sorts of People, than the received Edicts and Decrees con- 
cerning the Lives, Behaviour, and Offices of the Philoſo- 
 phers: Beſides all which, continues he, there is a Garb or 
Appearance of Antiquity ſo yenerable, ſuch uncommon 
 Sweetneſs, and ſo remote from all Paint, Guile, or Diſ- 
guiſe, that in my Opinion they ought to be obſerved, held 
faſt, and obeyed as the ancient and ſacred Laws, Rules, or _— 
Appointments of Friendſhip ; upon which Account, if any 
one deſires to ſee them, I have thought them worth tranſ- v7 
nn dbribing here, ſays Gellius, in Noc. At. | 


- 


8 of Hacce locutus, vocat, gui cum bene ſæpe libenter 
n” 3 Menſam, ſermaneſq; ſuos rerumg; ſuarum | > 
- Comiter impertit ; magnam quum laſſus diei, h —_ 
1 Partem fuiſſet, de ſummis rebus gerundis, 1 
r Confilio, Indu foro lato ſanctag; ſenatu; 

9 Cui res audacier magnas par vaſq; jocumgz 
n I | Eloqueretur, cuncta maluſq; & que "bona dictu __ 
— Evomeret, ſi qui vellet, tutog; jacaret, r 
4 TI Quo cum multa volup, ac gaudia clamq; palamy; — 
8 | ngenium cui nulla malum ſentantia ſuadet, t,, 
1 Ut faceret facinus, levis haud malus doctus fadelis 1 
Suavis homo, 2 ſuo contentus, beatus, 1 
Fauciſim, multa tenens antiqua ſepulta vetuſtas, | _ —— 
Nu facit, & mores wetereſy; novoſq; tenentem ; _—_— 
Harun arte en len, Andi beminumg, * Ol 
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ſhip one Year in ſeven ; and it generally falls out, that J 1 


150 Years Time there are ſew or no oor left to enjo 
thoſe reſerved Pieces, ſo that they, with all the reſt, all 
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into the Landlord's Hands, contrary to what Jſaiab ſays, 


Will e dwell upon the Earth alone? chap. v. 8. 


'Theſe Sins then, if David ſays true, or is'in the Right, 


are a flat Rejection, or a Denial of Chriſt's Redemption, 
and a caſting off all our Expectations from him, And 
what a fooliſh Bargain does that Man make, who, to gain 
the whole World, locſes his own Soul; but much more fooliſb, 


for the gaining ſo ſmall a Part of it as poor Men's Right of 


Commons? As if the Poor and Rich, by this Piece of Com- 


after in Chriſt's Kingdom, * 
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municativeneſs, were not deſigned to rejoice together here- 


It is a Greek Proverb, To be poor 

Ai aryperaduriay me- from a baſe Cauſe is ſcandalous ; ad 
ve dal bees, Ture To Demgſthenes ſays, Upon this Account 
pas ute rere-twpy- Men run out their Eſtates, and we 
dh, &c. Demoſth. ſhall find, that this is the Cauſe of 
zn Philip. iti. Hac de all Evils, that Men will not act up- 
re labefactari omnia tightly, and do ſincerely thoſe Things 


mnventemus, & hoc ef- that are juſt. 
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ſe principium malorum The dreadful Havock this Sin has 


omnium quod Homines made in the Families of our Nobi- 


nmolint ſimpliciter illa lity and Gentry, may be ſeen at 


agere que jſta ſunt. large; eſpecially ſince 1536, in Sir 
| ha Henry Speltjfn's Book, 2 led, The 


z ory and Fate of Sacrilege. 


It may juſtly and truly be aſſerted, that God by his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt never made-one Foot of Land to exclude him- 
ſelf and his poor Members from the Firſt-Fruits and Tenths 
thereof. Nor can any one juſtly find Fault with barren ' 
Lands being improved, and made more uſeful to the Pub- 
lick ; the making thoſe Lands fo improved, a private Pro- 
perty, is all the Sin and Crime, „V 
* The Practices of the Heathens, who acted only by the 


Light of Nature, before Chriſt's coming, will prove, in 
the laſt Day, it is to be feared, the great and juſt Condem- 


nation of Chriſtians, if the Queen of Sheba and the Men of | 
Hy were to rife up in Judgment againſt thoſe of his 
Aulus Gellius, in his ivth Chap. of the twelfth Book, 


1 a Paſſage out of the Poet Q; Ennius's ſeventh! 


Book of Annals, toliching the wiſe Conduct. of Geminug 
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of a ſuperior Fortune. 


Thy facit, & mores wetereſy; novaſq; tenentem; 
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Nobleman of bis Time, whoſe Conduct he paints forth 


. 


* the Life.: His Words run thus; there is a Matter de- 


ſcribed, and ſet down by Q. Ennius in the 7th of his An- 
nals tranſcendently pretty, and to the Life, under the Hi- 
52 of Geminus Servilius, a Nobleman; with what Wit, 
Wi 

with what Fidelity, with what Parſimony or Fewneſs of 
Words, and. yet what right Opportunities he took for 
ſpeaking; withal, how well ſeen he was in all ancient 
Frank: ctions and antique Manners, and yet thoroughly 


_ verſed in all the preſent or modern; under what 8 . 


Awe he was of maintaining and defending Secrets without 
betraying them, Laſtly, with what numberleſs Allevia- 


tions he was armed to ward off the Miſeries of Life, the | 


Diſburdenments, Comforts, and all friendly Offices he 
adapted to the mrgneft, though ſo rarely expreſſed by thoſe 


I think theſe following Verſes to be no leſs worthy the 
frequent and continual Rehearſal and Remembrance of all 
Sorts of Any 7 than the received Edicts and Decrees con- 


_ cerning the Lives, Behaviour, and Offices of the Philoſo- 
phers: Beſides all which, continues he, there is a Garb or 
Appearance of Antiquity ſo yenerable, ſuch uncommon 


Sweetneſs, and ſo remote from all Paint, Guile, or Diſ- 


guile, that in my Opinion they ought to be obſerved, held 


Appointments of Friendſhip ; upon which Account, if any 


one deſires to ſee them, I have 3 them worth trant- 


% 


cribing here, ſays Gelliys, in Noe. 4 


Haæcce locutus, vocat, qui cum bene ſpe libenter 
Menſam, ſermoneſq; ſues rerumg; ſuarum 
Comter impertit ; magnam quum laſſus diet, 
Partem fuiſſet, de ſummis rebus gerundis, 
Confilio, Indu foro lato ſan&og; ſenatu ; 

Cui res audacter magnas parvaſy; jocumgz = 
Eloqueretur, cuncta maluſq; & que bona dictu 
Evomeret, ſi qus vellet, tutog; jocaret, 

Quo cum multa volup, ac gaudia clamg; palamg; 
Ingenium cui nulla malum ſententia ſuuadett. 

Ut faceret facinus, levis haud malus doctus fpdelis 

Suavis homo, E ſuo contentus, beatus, © 

Fauciſim, multa tenens antiqua ſepulta vetuſtas, 


7 Wtarum Veter umn legem, diuumq; homi num; 5 


0 7 7 
* c 
— 


* 


what Sweetneſs of Temper, with what Modeſty, 


aſt, and obeyed as the ancient and ſacred Laws, Rules, or 
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exemplary” and NR, as Servilius.is here deſcribed, with- 


Fu, qui dicta loquive tacererve $64 | 
Hun inter pugnas compellat Servi lius. ſic, 
It will be very difficult to tranſlate them as they ſtand in 
Verſe, into the Engliſh Tongue, and do Juſtice to the Ori- 
ginal ; Gellius's Abſtract of the Contents may well enough 


ſerve the Engliſb Reader. Ennius flouriſhed in the Time of 


the ſecond Puncił War; he was born in A. 3711; he 
was fo entirely beloved by Scipio Africanus for his Learning, 

that he accompanied him in that War, and wrote a Poem 
in Hexameter Verſe upon it; yea, he cauſed the Image of 
Enmus to be ſet upon his n after his Death. 


What he wrote was grave, without any Ornaments of 


Words, or Flouriſhes of Rhetorick. We are at a Loſs to 


know who this Geminus Servilius was, whether a Roman 


or an African Nobleman 3 however, we are aſſured that he 
va 10ſpitable and communicative, as well as free 


ſpoken; his Diſcourſe was generally upon great and im- 


portant Affairs, bold in uttering the Truth, whether in 
Court or in the Senate, and yet not without Jeſts and ſharp 
Repartces; all which he uttered with the moſt innocent 
Freedom, which gave great Pleaſure and Content privily 
and openly to all that heard him. His Diſpoſition was fo 
bent upon Good, that no one could perſuade or induce him 
to do an evil Aion, being chearful without Guile or 
Starchneſs, and at the fame Time learned and faithful; 
moſt ſweet tempered Man, and withal eloquent, beds 
contented and happy in his Condition, uſing few Words, 
and expreſſing vaſt Regard for Antiquity, and the Virtues 
of the Ancients ; and teaching how to form the Manners 
of Young and Old after che trueſt and moſt perfect Model 
of Virtue ; you ſhall often hear him recite the old Laws 
and Determinations of Gods and Men, and that at proper 
Times, being well ſkilled and prudent as well when to 
ſpeak, as when to hold his Tongue. This among the 
Struggles necdful to the Attainment of Virtues, ſets abroad 
the juit Character of the Conduct of Servilius. „ 
F eil the Poet, who thus ſets him KT has this Cha- 
racter given him by Ovid. 
Ennius ingenio maximus arte rudis : 
And Virgil profeſſed, that he gathered much Gold from the 
Dunghill of Ennius. It is well, ſince his Work is loſt, that 
A. Gellius has preferved this noble Fragment, that Chii- 
ſtians may gather ſome Gold too, ſince "Ethnicks fo Juſt, 


dut the leaſt Goſpel Light, muſt Seel riſe up at t the 
laſt Day td judge and condemn wicked Chriſtians, who 


have lived and died immoral and unjuſt, notwithſtandi 


thoſe Advantages. And if Men, who profeſs Chriſtianity, 


will not preſent their Fir/t-Fruits orderly unto God, they 
will have Plato to rife up and condemn them, who in his 
fixth Book, de Legibus, ſays, This is the Encouragement to 
| Marriage, not only that the human Race may be perpetuated, but 
_ alſo. that a Man may leave Childrens Children behind him, 
when he 1s gone to ſerve God, in his flead; and I may add, 
preſent them in his room, betaule' the preſenting tliem is an 
Acknowledgment of his Goodneſs and Sovereignty. 
| The wiſe Son of Syrac thus enforceth this Advice ; Ae 
cording to thy Ability Z Good to thyſelf, and give the Lord his 
due Offering, Eccluſ. xiv. 11. Remember that Death tarrieth 
not, ver. 12. Give and take, and ſanttify thy Saul, ver. 16. 
Bleſſed i 1s the Man who con ſidereth the Ways of Wiſden 

TJeart, and hath Underſtanding in her Secrets; . who oath after 
Jer as ons that ferketh her out, and continueth in her Mays: 
He looketh in at her Windows, and hearkeneth at her Doors. 
He dbih lodge near her Houſe, and ſhall alſo faſten a Pin er 
Stake in her Walls ; he ſhall ſet his Children under her Shelter, 
and ſhall Idge under Branches; by her he ſhall be covered from 
Heat, and in her Glory. ſhall he dwell or reſt, ver. 22.27, 
ö By Miſdom here he means the Holy Ghoſt and his bleſſed 
Inſpirations, for the certain obtainin Whereof our Church 
has preſcribed an infallible Rule in her 14th Collect after 
Trinity; And that we may obtdin that which thou deft promiſe, 
make us to love that which thou doſt command; for we no ſooner 
ſet our Heart to do or perform any one of God's Com- 
mands, or to believe any one of his Promiſes or Threats 
effectually, but thoſe Inſpirations will immediately, or ſoon 
after, be the Conſequence; or, ſome Light or Comfort 
will ariſe in our inner Man parallel thereunto: And the 
Reaſon is, becanſe Chriſt the Word, and his Spirit, are. 
one, and can never be ſeparated. 

Who then by our mourning for Sin ſuppoſe, or paying 
dutifully the Firſt-Fruits of his Increaſe, or giving an 
Alms for Chriſt's Sake, would not be glad to enter upon, 
and be inured to Wiſdom's Ways; and to plant his Chil- 

dren under ſüch a Shelter, ſuch a Comforter, and Guide, 
| to peep in at her Window, and hearken at her Doors, 

The ingenuons Mr. Arnald thus comments upon the two 
laſt Verſes of Eacluſ. xiv. * Happy is the Man who will 
95 dommit his 2 to DT 8 and bring them BY. 
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© under her Nurtüre and dan,” who will with his 
_ © Young lodge ot repoſe himſelf under the hoſpitable Secu- 
0 rity of her Branches; for Wiſdom will protect him un- 
g der her Shade againſt all Inconveniencies, like the cloudy 

© Pillar which attended upon, and ſheltered the 1/raelites in 
© the Wilderneſs : She will enlighten him with her Glory, 
© which ſhall be reflected upon lid, and by the Ve 
© of its Preſence ſhall he by known and diſt n guiſhed. By 
© AiZa, the Term here uſed, the LXX expiel the Sale. 

© chinah, or the radient Preſence of God, in the Sanctuary. 
See his Critical Commentary on the Book of Eccluſ. London, 
ſold by Knapton and Birt, 1748. 
IT he Son of Syrac, as Solomon before him, makes the Obla- 
tion of our Firſt-Fruits a moral Duty, only he mentions 
five Sorts thereof, whereby we may ſee what is common to 
'us and all Men, by the Law of ature, And, 2. What 
eſpecially belongs tc 22 of Moſes : And; 
3. What is Se ae ee ee to us by Chriſt. 
His Words are, Fear the Lord, and honour the Pri, and 
give him his Portion, as it is commanded thee. 

1. The Fir/t-Fruits; this is general to all as a Branch 

of God's original Covenant; ſee Exod. xxiii. 16. allo in 
Exod. xxxiv. 26. being the ſame Stipulation or Covenant 
' renewed after the firſt was broken, and confirmed finally in 
Deut. xxvi. 2, 
2. And the 770% aſs-Offering ; ; and, 3. The Gift of the 
Shoulder ; both theſe are annulled by Chriſt's s Sufterings on 
the Croſs for us, ſince he entered in once into the holy 
Place by his own Blood, having obtained eternal Redemp- 
tion for us. 

4. The Sacrifice of San#iifcation, called in Hebpein, Min- 
tha, or the Lord's Supper, parallel to the Meat - Offering 
and Drink-Offering, conſiſting of Bread and Wine, which 
was the conſtant Attendant of "moſt Jeroiſb Sacrifices; that 
Chriſt has reſerved for his own Honour and his Church's 
Benefit, never to be diſcontinued in any Age or Nation 
whatſoever, according to that famous Prophecy of Mala- 
chi, i. 11, From the riſing of the Sun unto the. going dawn. of 
the ſame, my Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles ; and in 
every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered to my Name, and a pure 
Offering; Heb. Mincha, or the Lord's Supper, with the 


Incenſe of Praiſe, mult be every where preſented unt 5 


God. 5 
5. And the Firft-Fruits of the holy Things: This, ſays | 


VII. Arnald, ſeems to de the TH 2 the Hun, my 1 f ve F 
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has not enjoined to us, nor does it fall in with the Chriſtian 
Inſtitutes, becauſe of the Change of the Prieſthood! In- 
deed, God ſays, Deut. xiv. 22. Thou ſhalt truly tythe dll the 
Increaſe of thy Seed which the Field bringeth forth; Year 

Year, and thou ſhalt eat before the Lord thy God in the Place 
which he hall chooſe; to place his Name there; the Tythe of thy 
Corn, and of thy Wine, and of thine Oil; and the Firſtling' of 
thy Herds and of thy Flocks ; and there ye ſhall eat before tha 
Lord thy God: See Deut. xii. 7: where this ſame Thing 10 
commanded, And thou ſhalt rejoice thou and thine Houſholdl 
But this relates not to Chriſtians, only it lets us ſee whiat a 
bountiful and gracious Proviſion God had made for the 
Poor among the Jews; and poſſibly; that he might teriipt 
Chriſtians to equal their Bounty; or rather, his to them} 
or theirs + For thus Matters ſtood with them; in the Var 


of Releaſe; which was every ſeventh, no THO were paid 


of any Kind, becauſe all lay common; for the firſt twd 
Years after the Feſtival Tythe was carried to God's Houſe; 
and there ſpent in rejoicing with, and relieving the Poor; 
On the third Year this; which was a ſecond Tythe after 
the firſt was paid; was ſpent at home; on the ſame kind 
Account, and ſo they proceeded on the next three Years; 


And what; equal to this, was ever acted among Chriftiaris ? 


The Law, indeed, was our Schoolmaſter ; but whoever e- 
qualled his Copy among Chriſtians ? Zacch#us gave the 
Half, which was more than Moſes commanded j beſides 
his faur-fold Rgſtitution, which was according to it; But 
Chriſt commanded all to be ſold and given to the Poofy i; 
erder to be perfect; Matt. xix. 21. Not that this is a ge- 
nera] Conimand, or preſcribed to any, excepting thoſe to 
whom it was deſigned ; but intended to enforce this general 
Truth, that he that loves any Thing above Chriſt; is not ahor- 

thy of him, and cannot enter into his Kingdom. W heteby it 
appears, that they that poſſeſs, according to the Chfiffigi 
Covenant, muſt needs carry ſo indifferent à Mind tö thife 


_ outward Enjoynients, as though they poſſeſſed them notz 


and had, inſtead thereof, an heavenly Reward in thelr 
View, which waited for them, as ſoon as this Life was 
ended; Chrift ſaying, I come quickly, and my Reward if With 
ne, th give to every Man actording as his Work Mall bez 
% ͤ VV 
Biſhop Patrick; upon Numbers $viti! 12: fefers his Red. 
der to a Book of great Account; written by Mr! Thorndykej 
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' God having given his Rights to the Church, the Book; 
whatever it be, might as well have been called, The Rights 
of God in a Chriſtian State. That wiſe Man's Determina- 
tions, if equal to what he has printed in his Book, called, 
Tuſt Weights and Meaſures, muſt needs be very upright and 
juſt, and well worth Regard; however, this muft be re- 
ſolved as God's ſtanding and unrepealed Will. 

Thou ſhalt take of the firſt of all the Fruit of the Earth which 
thou ſhalt bring of thy Land, Deut. xxvi. 2. even the Firſt- 
Fruits of thy Corn, of thy Wine, and of thine Oil, and 
the firſt of the Fleece of thy Sheep; fee Deut. xviil. 4. 
Even all the beſt of the Oil, and all the beſt of the Wine, the 
Firſt- Fruits of them which they ſhall offer unto the Lord, them 
have 1 given thee, ſaid he, to Aaron, explaining his own 
Meaning, even the firſt of the Things that are firſt ripe, 

called in Hebrew Bicorim; ſee Num. xviii. 12, 1% 
TLhheſe, for acknowledging his Goodneſs and Sovereignty, 
the Lord claims to be his, as well as the Leo ee. or 

the Fruits of Animals, being Males, eſpecially of our 
own Bodies, or elſe they muſt be redeemed. 

Immediately after the Len Commandments God gave 
this as a judicial Law, by word of Mouth, to Moſes, Thou 
- ſhalt not delay to offer the firſt of thy ripe Fruits, and of thy Li- 
 ywors; the firſi-born of thy Sons ſhalt thou give unto me, Exod. 
_ Xxit. 29. This, among other judicial Laws, explaineth 

the Meaning of thoſe ten Commands; and that before the 
"Tabernacle was ſet up, or any Levitical Worſhip, Prieſt- 
hood, or Ceremony was eſtabliſhed; and that at [/raePs 
Requeſt, being terrified at the awful giving of the original 
Precepts : Therefore, to call this a ceremonial Law, is 
both falſe and unjuſt ; all Delays of offering being forbidden, 
as much as the 8 itſelf; which ſhews, that Firſt- 
Fruits muſt be offered with Chearfulneſs immediately, and 
vigorouſly, as a ſpiritual Duty. 

There is a vaſt Difference between the offering of Fir/t- 
Fruits and Tythes ; the former are in recognitionem divini be- 
por as Aquinas ſays, in Acknowledgment that we recerve 
all from God ; but 'T ythes were given for the Maintenance 
of God's Service, whether in the Tabernacle or among 
Chriſtians. The £ir/- Fruits were a kind of Oblation, be- 
cauſe they were offered unto God, and were thus diſtin- 
guiſhed from Sacrifices, becauſe theſe laſt wanted ſome- 
11 5 to be done to them, which the other did not; or, 
as Aquinas diſtinguiſheth, thus, Quando circa res Deo oblatas 
aliſuid fit ; for the Beaſt, was to be ſacrificed; whereas no- 
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* R 
thing more was needful, as touching the Firſt- F ruits, hut 
the bare preſenting them. The Tythes belonged. to. the 
Levites, but the Firſt Fruits only to Aaron and his Sons; 
beſides, the Quantity of the Tythes was ſet forth, that is, 
an exact tenth Part, 60 primitiva non erant ſpecial: numera 
definita : But the Fir -Fruits were not defined to what ſpe- 


cial Number they ſhould be, but were left to the Diſcretion | 1 
of the Offerer, ſays Willet from him, in loco. = 
And ſince the Payment of Firſt-Fruits is generally laid — $ 


aſide in Englaud, either as not belonging to God, or as a 

zwiſh or ceremonial Law, which concerned the Jews only, 
and not Chriſtians, let theſe Men be afked, whether they 
own the three great Feſtivals, Eaſler, Penteco/t, and Chri/t- 
mas, anſwerable to the Jewiſh Paſſover, the Feaſt of Weeks, 
and the Feaſt of Tabernacles, to be Chriſtian and divinely, 
as well as humanely adapted, to recognize the Holy Tri- 
nity's Love to Chriſtians by ; and whether they account it 
a Jewiſh Law only, and not a Chriſtian Faith, as much, 
not to appear empty before the Lord at thoſe Times; ſee Exod. 
xxiil. 15. and the-ſame repeated, Eæod. xxxiv, 20. for the 
Paſſover and our Ea/ter ; and Deut. xvi. 16. for the other 
two. Biſhop Patrick, on theſe Words, in Exod. xxili. 15, 
ſays, The Phraſe in the Hebrew, which we tranſlate, appear 


Before me, is very remarkable, viz. None jhall ſce my Face, *# 
or they ſhall not be accepted by God, unleſs they brought = 
| ſome Preſent with them, ſince none approached to an 1 
earthly Majeſty, on remarkable Occaſions, or, when fome «© iY 


great Benefit was received, - ordinarily, without a Preſent. 
Our Eaſſter is as much adapted to our Chriſtian State, as 
the Paſſover was to the FeiwÞ; for a greater Enemy chan 
Pharoah was to be deſtroyed, and to be triumphed over by 
Believers, and a much greater Redemption to be locked 
for than theirs, even from Sin, and Satan, by Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection, eſpecially when God calls the Paſſover, My Sa- 
crifice, and my Feaſt, Exod. xxiv. 25, as not Man's, but 
his own, ſince it was his Hand that wrought the Deliver- 
' ANCE, | 8 IRE 18 2 
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Six Reaſons, both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, why none ſhould 4 — 
peu ey the Lord empty, either at their, or our, majt ſo- 
lemn Mi vals. i VVV 


0 


— 


1. God's expreſs and repeated Command, not to appear 
embiy before him, in the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread; as alſo 
in the other two great Feſtivals, Deut. xvi. to which ours 
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parallel, muſt of Neceflity bind the Conſcience and 
„ above all other Reaſons whatſoever, the greateſt © 
| hreatenings, being included in it, of not 6155 his Face. 
2. God incorporates theſe Works of ercy into theſe 
Feſtivals themſelves, and makes them NOTE Patts or 
ranches of thoſe Celębratio rs. 

3. The Rabies, 95 from Deut. xii. 13. I7. or, Take Heed 
that thou offer not in every Place that thou ſeeſt, or, within 
thine oon Gates, wiſely obſerve, that thoſe legal Rites 
jr had a neceſlary Relation to the Place of the Sanc- 

tuary which God choſe, could not be offered in any other, 


but ſuch as were not tied to that Place, might be offered 


up any where; as the Rites of Circumtiſio on, Unleavened 


g Bread, Abſtinence from certain Meats, reſting upon the Feſti- 
_ vals, and all their Ne wi & c. by which they acknow- 


9 2 apparently, chat they keep their Feſtivals but in part, 
and worſhip God amiſs; now, that they are deprived of 
their Temple, Prieſthood and Sacrifices, and give great 
Honour to us, who have an Altar of our own, with an 

High-Prieſt, Sacrifices, and a regular Prieſthood of God's 
own eſtabliſhing ; ; and humbly claim that Promiſe of God, 
in ll Places where I record my Nas: Iwill come unto thee and 
T will bleſs thee ; ſee Exod. xx. 24. which the Chaldee ſeem to 


expreſs moſt exactly, ſays Patric, In every Place where I 


ſhall make my Glory (that is) the Schikinah, to dwell, from 


tbence I will If thee. And ſince the Ard "and the Teber. 


nacle, which were the Memorial of God's Preſence among 
ood eius, was not yet erected, this muſt needs appertain 
hriſtian Churches now, and to all believing Wor- 


. in them: And if God will there be preſent, and 
record his Name, or cauſe it to be worſhipped and acknow- 
ledged by us; and bleſs us withal, who dare appear empty 


before the Lord at either of thoſe three Times, or deny his 
Chriſtian Firſt-Fruits unts Gd. 

4. It 1 is not ſufficient either for them or us, to expreſs 

| our Gratitude in Words only, as a 

Non enim ſatis erit learned Man expreſſeth it, When 

verbis gratitudinem te- the Maker of all Things 125 ſuch 

cation of 

ae? Wet, bis Love to us, of all which we 

muſt not fail to return, ſome at 

leaſt to him, and expreſs it to one e another. „ 


L. Though 
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5. Though we need not now to Ur roomy 
go up to Feruſalem, yet the Truth Veritas bujus levis 
of this Law appertains to us, If we ad nos pertinet, &c. 
| bave Money, or any other Things, 15. 2298 8 
let us firſt relieve the Poor, tunc Sr 
demum fundamus preces ; and after that pouf out our Pray- 
ers to God, left we preſent our Souls to God empty, and 
void of all good Marks, e Rota zu 
"Wa Chryoftom ſays, the Poor ſtands. _ ; 
at the Church-Door, that none Jdirco pauperes ante 
ſhould enter, or go in empty : Thou fores ſunt, ut nema 
entereſt in to obtain Mercy, ſhew wvacuus ingrediatur, 


Mercy thyſelf, We have the Sub- intras ut miſericor- 


ſtance, whereof the Jews have but diam conſiquaris pri- 
the Shadow, in this the Time of or þ/e miſerere, Chr. 
their Dereliction and Unbelief; and _ = 
fince our Bleſſings in Chrift run parallel with the higheſt 
they could have, or expected to enjoy, in their ent 
Feſtivals, we ought not to come behind them in Works 
of Mercy, or in 1755 or Gratitude, for them, in the Cele- 
bration of ours, —This is taken out of this Author's Manu- 
ſcript, \ alled, The Harmony and Agreement between Moſes and 
Caron, vet yet pronted, Chap, zl, 7000 4 


Againſt all theſe expreſs Commands and Injun#ions 


of God by Moſes, and Chriſt, by Scripture and 
the Voice of Nature, be pleaſed, Reader, to caſt 
thine Eye upon theſe wild Notions of the Quakers, 


os publiſhed in the Northampton Mercury, July 


175 1732. f 


US T is denied that either Reafon or Scripture hath given 
c 


the Clergy any Right to demand Tythes, &c. of ſuch 


as refuſe to hear them. The legiſlative Power of this 
c 


7 A — 


is, with Chriſtianity, to leave every Proteſtant Subject at 


Liberty to chooſe his own Phyſician, as well for his Soul 


© as his Body. As every one is at Liberty to chooſe and 
© employ what Doctor he pleaſeth, or judgeth molt ſuitable, 
© reſpecting his bodily Health, and not obliged to pay any 
o 


other than him whom he ſo chooſeth and employeth, ſo is 
every ane tolerated to chooſe his Phyſician, reſpecting his 


on 
* of 


Nation has thought it moſt conſiſtent, as undeniable it 


ſpiritual Health, and not obliged by Scripture, Reaſon, 


rern 
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© or common Senſe, to contribute to maintaining any other 
than him whom he ſo chooſeth and hears. 
Mute, Here is a Clufter of Untruths put together: 
I. If God be the Giver of all, it is not againſt Reaſon, or 
common Senſe, that he ſhould be 9 8 as ſuch by ſome 
proper Acknowledgement. 
2. Moſes and Malachi, Chriſt 186 Paul, have enjoined 
Tythes, or Payments, to be made, therefore it is not 
againſt Scripture to pay wn... | 
Let this Argument, I don't hear or empley 98 there- 
fore PI not pay them, be applied to the King, it would paſs, 
in all Likelihood, for Treaſon, and incur a Præmuniri, or 
Forfeiture, not of the tenth Part only, but alſo of the other 
nine, as Etbeltwolph, our Saxon Monarch, once decreed 
and aſſerted; ſuch horrible Diſturbance it would create in 
a Realm.—/ it be applied to Chriſt, it is blaſphemy, and 
would incur the Soul's Loſs, or Damnation; for whatſo- 
ever is ſaid to Chriſt's Officers, he looks upon it as ſaid to 
himſelt, and to reject him or To, is to reject his ans that 
fent am. > 
. 'The Needs of the Soul are conſtant, and riot like 
the Body” s accidental Needs of a Phyſician. As it is a Pri- 
vilege royal for God both to chooſe Kings and natural Pa- 


rents to Mankind, ſo allo it is to chooſe his own Prieſts; a 


conſtant Succeſſion whereof he appointed under both Teſta- 
ments, and conſequently to make what Claims or De- 
mands he pleaſeth upon Mankind, for the promoting his 
own royal Purpoſes : To reject theſe, is to ſap and reject 
the Fifth Commandment, and the Authority on which it is 
built : If they own the Choice of the firſt to be God's, they 
_ ought to own the other alſo, if it were only for Chriſt's 
Sake ; for he was the Anti-type of Aaron's dry Rod that 
budded, a ſure and an invincible Token againſt the Rebels. 
But to belie our Chriſtian Legiſlature, as if it thought as 
they think, and gave them full Liberty, not only to depart 
from, but to defy and oppoſe, their own Chriſtian Doctrines 
eſtabliſhed by Law; and to make one Sin, ſuch as the Re- 
jection of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, the Occaſion of ano- 
ther, viz. the Denial of their Maintenance, as if it were 
unnatural and anti- chriſtian. 


As we i not uſe 0 our Liberty for a Covering of 2 ched- 
neſs (for fo St. Peter's Words ought to be tranſlated) as 
theſe Men apparently do; it may be worth our while to 
ſee 


3 
ſee what the wiſe don of Syrac ſays, touching nit ltd - 
before the Lord empty, in his xxxvth Chapter, he then living 
in Egypt under Ptolemy Energetes, or one of his Deſcend- 


ants, who was a Perſecutor of the Fews, and from whom 
he was in Danger of his Life, and far enough off from the 


Temple-Service at Feruſalem, ſo that his Senſe of that Pre- 
cept muſt be looked upon as juſt and impartial, and equally 


binding Chriſtians as well as Fus and all who have a 


Senſe of Fear and Duty to Go 


His Introduction is the jaft Senſe of all the Prophets and 
inſpired Writers. 


1. He that keepeth the Law, bringeth Offerings enough; he 


| that taketh Heed fo the Chas: offereth a Peace-Offirs . 


ing. 


Maſes never had a better Interpretation of his true Mean- 


ing concerning Peace or Thank-Offerings, enjoined by God, 
than this; ; the Blood of which, when firſt offered, as we 
read in Exod. xiv. 6. was half of it ff prinkled upon God's 
Altar, and the other Half upon the People, to teſtify their 


mutual Engagement in the ſame Covenant ; both God's and 
theirs, eſpecially when Maſes ſaid, Behold the Blood of the 


Covenant which-the Lord hath made with you concerning all theſe 


Morde Or, as Patrick paraphraſeth it, Look upon yourſelves 
as obliged by this Blood, typical of Chrift's, to obferve all the 8 


Commands which Thave dil vered now unto you. 


They then that deny to pay to God their Firſt-Fruits, 
Tet them deny, if they can, whether this is not one of them 


in Exod. xxii. 29, 30. Thou ſhalt not delay to offer the firſt of 


thy ripe Fruits, and of thy Liquors; the firſt-born 5 thy Sons 


Halt thou give me, likewiſe Halt thou do with thine Oxen, and 


with thy Sheep; ſeven Days it ſhall be with his Dam, but the 
eighth Day ſhall thou give it ine; becauſe not fit before, as 
Children before that Time, were not fit to be circumciſed 
and how ſhould God continue an Huſband to us, if we-con- 
tinue not in his 1 Covenant, Hebr. viii. 9. As cited 
out of Je. xxxi. 32. See Hammond on Hebr. viii. q. 


2. He that requiteth a i Turn, offereth fine Flour ; and 


be that giveth Alms, ſacrificeth Praiſe, 


3. To depart from Witkedneſs is a Thing pleaſing to the Lird, ; 
and to forſakt Deren e 1 54 Propitiation. Then fol- 


lows, 

4. Thou ſhalt not appear empty before the Lord. A more 
general Command cannot be given; and ſome are of Opi- 
nion, that the 8 pooreſt of all are not excuſed from 


: j 
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bringing ſome Preſent or other, on thoſe three great Feſli- 
vals, Fu Tn CE 
Kab. Raſi hath obſerved, that there are three Sorts of 
Men, tich, poor, and the pooreſt of all; he that could not 


bring a Lamb, was allowed to bring two young Pigeons, the 
one for a Sin-Offering, to make his Peace with God by 
that Blood; typical of Chriſt's ; and the other for a Burnt- 
Offering, to ſhew that God accepted him as juſt, for his 
- Son's ready Obedience Sake; and took in good Part this his 
Offering: And if he could not bring theſe, he was per- 
mitted to bring a certain Quantity of fine Flour, whereof 
the Mincha was made, without the Coſt of Oil or Frank- 
incenſe, and it ſhould be accepted for him, Lev. v. 7, 
Nay, and if any Damage was done, even through Igno- 
rance, in Things belonging to God, a Sacrifice was to be 
brought, and a fifth Part to be added as overplus, according 
to the Valuation of the Prieſt. I Bp ys 
Ibe chief Thing God regards, in all Oblations; is the 
Heart, and with what true Love we preſent them unto 
him; witneſs the Caſe of Abel. To do Good, and to communi- - 
cate, forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed, 
fays St. Paul, Hebr. xiii. 16, The Calves of our Lips are 
now a Sacrifice, as well as the Calves of our Stall ; God 
2 have his due Honour by both, with great Juſtice and 
Weibel Praiſe is good, as it is ſaid, By him, that is; Chriſt; 
bet us offer to God continually the Sacrifice of Praiſe, that is, 
the Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks to his Name; but then 
it muſt not be, with that which co/ts us nothing: For King 
David would not comply with that : And the holy Writer 
explains his Meaning in the next Words, to do God, and 
zo communicate, forget not. 8 
There are both petty and grand Compoundets in the 
World, who would make a little Money, by way of Alms; 
be inſtead of the Fir/-Fruits of all their Herds and Flocks, 
though far from being an equivalent; and ſuch as have 
none of theſe in Cities and great Market-Towns, generally 
forget what the Apoſtle chargeth, Upon the firſt Day of the 
Meet let every one of you lay by him treaſuring up whatſcever he 
gains, as God hath proſpered him, 1 Cor. xvi, 2. This, un- 
der a prudent Manager, would ſerve as a perpetual Funck 
for God, and holy Purpoſes : So that, as the judicious _ 
Hooker obſerves, that when we do ſay, that God reſpects the 
' inward Diſpojition of the Heart, we muſt beware that we do 


not bereupon ſa worſhip him in Spirit only, as to take away all, FT 
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atioe}d 1 Warhip 250 Hans from _ 677 El. 5 fie | 
Mer to God Ti lub, un pay thy Vnus to the moſt High, 
ſays God in David, who here joins hoth together, as St, 7 
Paul does in Hebr. iii! Thanks with tie Payment of Vows, 
A Vow is any Thing freely and ſolemnly pto mie to 
God, which is for his Honour and Service, by thoſe who. 
| have a Power and Liberty 16 to do; the Payttient whereof 
muſt be joined with Thankſgiving. © 
- - . This differs much from that which is the Lsrd's s own. 
already; ſuch as our Firſt-Fruits and Tythes, or everi that 
Which. is freely offered unto God; for that, if it had ſomie 
Blemiſh in it; might have been Accepted: : But What is. 
vowed muſt be only of the moſt perfect Kind or Sort of 
all, and the Lord will ſurely require it of Us, as M * laysg 
Dat. nike 217. | 
Theſe; though not er joined, ars the Reſült e or Effects of. | 
peatefal Hearts, 1 with Gratitude for Benefits 
received; nor ſhould Chriſtians come behind the Fews, « 3 
be ſo outdone by thent, as having ſuch clearer and more 
conſpicuous Teſtimonies of all the Perſons of the ry. 
Trinity's moſt tender Love to them; for whoever hears 8 
the religious and reſ6lved Payment of chdice Vows now i 
a Chriſtian Country? And yet the holy Spirit of God fe- 
commiends this to us as much as unto them, in Bal. Ixxvi; 
11. Vys and pay umto the Lord your God brivig Preſents 171 
Him thut ought to be feared * Or to the Terrible; fr why 
Ver. 6.. Berauſe-the Offering of the Righteotts Haketh the Altar 1 
Fat, and the ibret Sabour thereof is before the moſt High z or; =_ 
as Mr. Faces expoundts it; he that is th a goõd Man, wilt _ 
always give ts God" of the beſt ; and cites this Paſſage out of _——_ 
Gbryſoftom, in Hom: 27. Tom: ii. If toe give or preſent Jo. =_ 
f Hen like aurſelves (if "if oe Dave an high Value and Reſpeci Vor. 1 
= them) the beſt and chitfeſt* of what we have ; : an chiefly alt = 
Care to offer — ſac 25 s as Will dppedr precios ana MMM, 123 
| acceptable in their 8 573 ys much Niore will it betone 14. 1 


Men; in making our Oblations to God; to Preſent unts him that. 1 3 n | 
' tbhich is more than ordinarily precious aid atceptable ? * AZ 1 
There is the higheſt Reaſon iri the World for ali its; . 
over and above the Commandment which efijoins it; _ 
our own Hondut and Interelt is fo enjoined 185 1 We > 3 1 
we ſhall much diſſerve and diſcredit it; not to ſay; diſgrar Fac . 


ourſelves; our Name; and F amilies; by not comp 1 15 1 
with it; for how elſe ſhall the Lord our God bleſs: us 5 all r 
2 that we ſet our Hands untoz as Moſes ſpeaks in the Pretept, 
"1 bi not _—_ Intereſt of Fog" = lent to 4 GIFs 75 1 
| 4 | . r 
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= Xxiii. 20. which is fax Times forbidden in the Maſaict La ;, 
* a⁊s obſerved by Etz-Hachajim, mentioned by JFagen/eil ; ſee 9 

1 Patr. on Deut. p. 406. e | 
% But it will be hardly proper to preſs choice Vows and 
6 Free-will' Offerings, though the Goodneſs of God is ſo 
| exuberant and fuperaboundant towards us, when that which' 
is commanded and enjoined. as a.Marriage-Covenant be- 
tween God and us, is fo diſliked, diſowned, and univer- 
ſally rejected among us: But what ſays the wiſe Man? 

Ver. 8. Give the Lord his Honour with à good Eye, and di- 


1 


miniſb not the Firſt- Fruits. of thine Hands, Let Mr. Arnald 
here 12 me the Labour of commenting, ſee Recluſ. ch. 
XXXV. 8. , . | N 
| © Gifts, Sacrifices, and Offerings, ſays he, were of an 
I © honorary Nature: for as it was thought anciently an Af- 
3 front for any to make a ſolemn Approach unto a King, 
© without ſome Preſent, eſpecially when any Favour was 
© aſked or expected, ſo it was accounted diſhonourable 
© © to God, for any to wait upon him in his ſolemn Wor- 
. © ſhip empty handed, Exod. xxiii. 19. For the true God, 
3 © as well as the falſe Deities, was ſuppoſed to be appeaſed 
6 © and delighted with the Honour of Gifts and Offerings, 
WW © when thoſe who brought them were duly purified. Ihe 
. © Senfc here is, that we are not only to worſhip God with 
wp _ © our Lips, and give him Praiſes with our Tongue, but he 
© has further required, that we ſhould give him an active 
Honour, that is, worſhip him with our Subſtancde. 
I The Pfalmift deſcribes this plainly, Pſal. xcvi. 8: 
i © Give unto the Lord the Glory due unto his Name. Bidtwhat. 
5 « is that; Bring an Offering, and come into his Courts, » 
This too muſt be done with a good Eye, that is, ge- 
© nerouſly, without any Mixture of Covetouſneſs, and up- 1 
© rightly, without any Diminution; and the Preſent muſt 9 
© be of the beſt and moſt excellent in its Kind, Exod. xxii. 
© 29, 30. Numb, xvii. 26. 29, 30. Prov. iii. 9. 'ATapyary 
_ © or the Firſt-Fruits was commanded to be given of the. 
very beſt: Hence it became a Term for the choiceft 
Things, in which Senſe the wiſeſt always uſed. it. | 
© The 7ews diſtinguiſhed Offerings into two Sorts, one 
1 of which they called Wee or what was ſtrictly 
A and exactly according to the Proportion required by the 
= © Law; and the other, they called Mercy, or Bounty, be- 
= ing above the Proportion fixed: According to which No- 
tion, he that performed the firſt Sort was named a juſt a 
_ Mau, and he that exceeded it was called @ good Mar. r 
—_ re 
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Behold what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, 
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1 Mr. Arnald, do not onh do what is nec and ſtrictiy 
© legal, but make ſome Free-will Offering * a vol 
Oblation to the Honour of God; or more briefly, do 


* 2 ſtint 1 to a meer legal Ri ghteouſneſs, in giv- 


thy Firſt-Fruits to God, or his e the Prieft.” 

his confirms all that was before advanced, ver. 9. hr 

al thy Gifts ſhew a chearful Countenance, and dedicate thy Tythes 
with Gladneſs, ſays the Son of Syrac. 

Nothing is more needful to be = taught to the grudging en- 

vious Eye than this, which looſeth its Reward in both 


Worlds, for want of Faith and Love to God, and Charity 


to Men. 

If Satan whiſpers a « Though t of Grydging or Covetouſ- 
neſs into our Hearts, we mutt immediately extinguiſh it by 
ſome Sentence out of God's Word, like that of 1 Jah iii. 
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c. as we would the Fi ire of our Houſes; or by the Ex- 


ample of Jacob, Gen. xviii. 22. or Abram, Ger. xiv. This. 
being a Law or Cuſtom even among the Heathen Nations, 
Ariſtotle calling it by the Name of Daxu®- rus, an ancient 


Law in Babylon, Dr. Spencer proves it to have been uſed in 


; Athens; and Biſhop Mountague ſhews, that it was paid 


among the Romans. 

A good Eye, like as with a multi plying Glaſs, makes 
every Tnall Thing, like the Widow's two Mites, look big 
and great in the Eyes of Men as well as God. 

The Greatneſs of Alms conſiſts not, or is not founded in the 
* Abundance of the Wealth given, but in the Chearfulneſs or free 
Heart of the Giver, ſays the renowned Chry/o Tag ; by virtue 
of which, whoſoever gives a Cup of cold Water, is accepted; 


that we may learn that the Lord of 2 Univerſe loves in every 


Place a ſincere or upright Heart; for it comes to paſs, that he 
that has but a very little, may juftly be accounted very liberal, 
for his Chearfulneſs or Alacrity's Sate; and he that ps Heth 
vaſt Riches, may ſeem inferior to thoſe who have but little, be- 


. cauſe of their Stingineſs, or the Tenacity of their ſordid AA. ud, 


Mr. Arnald cites this out of Tom. 2. Hom. 56. 
Ver. 7. Before all this, the Son of Syrac has theſe me- 


morable Words, The Sacrifice of the Righteous is acceptable, 
and the Remembrance thereof hall not be forgotten. 
According to this, the Savour of Reft, which God ſmelled 
from Noah's Sacrifice, immediately. after the Flood, God 1 
ſmelled ſtill, and was odoriferous before him, not only to 
e 3 from An, e ee pip Mir in An. F _ 


put from thence to this, 4102 Years in all; and will con- | 


tinue to ſmell it through the endleſs Revolutions of Eter- 


wt $3 
8 Oh ! what an Encouragement is this to all well doing! 


and eſpecially for making all our Sacrifices acceptable to God by 


efus Chriff.: For as our Souls are eternal, the Actions 
1 ung from them, whether good or bad, may be ſaid, in 
a qualified Senſe, to be eternal too, eſpecially if they pro- 
duce Habits, ſuch as AMoſes's Meetnefs, or Nabal's Churliſh- 


fs for with God, once acceptable, is to be always accept- 
a 


le; and. once to be ſcorned and rejected, is to bealways ſcorned 
and rejected, unleſs "dry and immediate Repentance inter- 
vene; for God ſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtands all the 


Vnagindtious of the Thoughts; and is, moreover, unchange- | 


able, who can neither lye nor repent, and has nothing in him 
but what is himſelf and his Efſence : This, if any Thing 
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ake God's Altar fat, as Noah did, and by walking with 
bim, to make the Savour thereof ſweet before the moſt High,” 


as in Ver. 6. immediately preceding: For by following 


Mr. Arnald's Trat too nigh, who takes no Notice of this 


ſeventh Verſe, I omitted it in its due Place, but to make 


Amends I will add this out of a Manuſcript of mine, called 
The whole Will of God and Duty of Man niet hodically laid 


down, according to both the I gſlaments, in Chap, ix. of God's 


Ubyuity and Ommpreſence. PIR SR Wo 
As every Man is either good or bad, according to the 


Company which he keeps, ſo an habitual walking with 


od will make us good, happy, and virtuous, and fill our 
Minds with heavenly Ideas and Joys, and acquaint us fo 


beforehand with the Nature, Wiſdom, and Blefledneſs of 
God, that Death, when it comes to invade us, as it does 


all others, will be no Death to us, but rather a joyful and- 
welcome Meflenger to uſher and introduce us into the 


| neareſt and cloſeſ. Embraces of God, the ſupreme Good; 
For the Reaſon why Death is bitter, is, becauſe it draws a 


Man from his Home, from his Friends and Acquaintance, 
into a ſtrange Place; whereas, if we had always kept 
Company and walked with God, and had beheved and: 


known his Ubiquity and Omnipreſence, that hè is the ſanie 


Friend to us then as before; we ſhall contentedly lay down 
our Bodies in the Duſt, and ſay, e do not change our Com- 


pay, bur the Place; for God is every where: preſent to 


- thoſe that ſeek him, in Heaven, and in Earth, on the Sea, 
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5 ile we are here, as OY we vow taken our Leave Wy 
- heſe* Earthly Tabernacles; and therefore wich Joy ſh 9 
N de come a him, having taſted ſo largely already of bis. * ll 

\_ wy ſolations, $ 
- IJ * 10; 11. Give unto the moft Hi : , according as he hath 1 
of chick thek; and as thou 'haſt yoltett; give with a chearful 2 
""_ "Bye. For the Lord recompenſeth, and vil give thee ſeven ff 
Tomes ah much, The former of theſe Chats the wife Man = 


has but tranſcribed from Moſes in Deut xvi. 16. And thou 
ſhalt keep the Feaſt of Weeks unto the Lord thy God, with a 
Tribute of a Free- will Offering of thine Hand ; And thou halt 
give unto the Lord thy ( * gag as | the Lord thy God hath 
bleſſed _ weld 
* No Quantity here! is preſcribed, wt all muſt offer | pro- 
portionably to ible Ability or Eftates: And Toit 58 
mends the ſame to His SON Give Alm: phat” the 
ind our Lord ſays the very ſame, Give Ahne F fuch Ng 
as ye have, and behold all Things are clean to you, Luke xi. 41. 
Nor is the Time of giving leſs to be regarded, than the 
Proportion of the Gift, which is here left to every Man's 2 
_ Conſcience; for the fame Promife is made to the ſame Be- = 
nevolence, which was to be expreſſed on the Feaſt of Ta- 9 
bernacles, anſwerable to our Chriſimds, with this horrible 
Judgment denounced againſt all, of what Nation foever 
that would not give Honour to the Father for the Birth 
his bleſſed Son, on his annual Birth-Day, whether fixed 
by God, or determined by his Church: Aud it ſhall come fo 
paſs, that every 'one' that is left ſhall come and go up, from Near 
* to Vear, to worſhip the King, the Lord of Enfts, and to keep 
$ the Feaſt of Tab rials 2 it ſhall be, that whoſo will not 
3 -_ up of all the Families of the Earthunto Jeruſalem, mean- 
= — their own Pariſh Church, to worſhip the King the Lord 
 Hofts, even upon them ſhall be no Ruin, Zac. xiv. 16, 17. 
Seven Days they dwelled in Booths, to expreſs the taber- . 
nacling of Chriſt in our human Nature ; but the ei 8 2 
Day, being Chriſt's Circumciſiun-Day, was appointe _ 
have a peculiar Solemnity by itſelf ; for then Chriſt 2 Dag 1 
took, by Covenant, to do the whole Law of God, for 
himſelf nd us; and being then as one of them; the ol 5 I 
= left their Booths, and dwelt”; in Houfes, he and the __ —_ 
Brethren; being engaged in one mutual Covenant; which r 
mamuſt be Matter of great Rejoieing to all Believers, and to 
be acknowledged with ſuitable Haul, Offerings and yah 1 
r Fevolence to — Nas: x Members, See this particular 405 
= Pall 0 35 5 _ 2 N. 1 ff 
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4 Proyer to | Je offered up when We . . 6 
; any Part of our Firſt-Fruits. | 


H glorious Jeſus che High-Pricſt of our Profeſſian, in 
O whoſe Name 22 blefled Abraham, and con- 


firmed to him his Right to the promiſed Land; and Abra- 
os to ſhew his Gratitude and Acknowledgment. of thy 
2 him the chief and moſt valuable of the Spoils, 

of all, as to a King and Pricſt, thy true 

* yes Repreſentative I alſo, in Acknowledgment of 
ſhy Right, as King and Prieſt, unto thy Church, and Lord 
all, with Adam and Abel, with / A and Jacob, and 
all thy faithful Servants, in the Sincerity of my Heart, and 
the Int rity of my Soul, preſent myſelf before thee to give 
thee of thine own, even of the beſt and chiefeſt of thy good 
Gifts to me, that I may truly honour thee with my Subſtance, 


WOT. 


> N 
4 o—_ l 
» V 4 * 
. 
1 4 — 
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aud with the Firftl-Fruits of all my Increaſe, humbly acknow- 
Jedging that as all Power- is given unto thee in Heaven and 
Earth, and a Right to all Things which thou mayeſt re- 
claim when. thou wilt; ſo in meer Love to Mankind thou 
haſt reſerved nothing to thyſelf, but the Firſt-Fruits and 
Tenths of all, for thy Churches juſt Support and Main- 


tenance; and chat —4 mayeſt make the faithful and duti- 


ful Preſenters thereof high in Name, and in Praiſe, and-in 
Honour, that they may be an holy People unto the Lord 
their God, and that the unjuſt ſacrilegious Detainers there- 
of, like Adian. the Troubler of 1jrael, may 15 cut off 
from the Face of the Earth. 
1 acknowledge myſelf, and all 1 have, with he Foukr 
to enjoy and increaſe what thou haſt given me, to be wholly 
- thine ; I came naked, and muſt return naked to my Mo- 
ther Earth, and here is no abiding : And thou haſt made 
us Gentiles who were without Hope, and without God in 


the World, and deſtitute of the Right of the Firſt-born, 


Partakers of all the Bleſſings of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, with 
Abraham and Iſaac, and all other Heirs of Promiſe. 
I know allo, oh my God! that thou trieft the Heart, 
gud haſt Pleaſure in Uprightneſs ; as for me, in the Upright- 
neſs of mine Heart have I willingly offered theſe Firlt- 
Fr ruits of mine Increaſe, which both by Creation and free 
Gitt, as well as by Reſervation and Exception, are thine 
"own ; ; to thy all-lufficient and gravious Majeſty, by the 


Hands of this thy faithful Steward and Receiver, that thou x  E 
e ee, me ; for 1 Am and be a God 10 — _ 
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2855 me oy” 0 bike ui for ine Inheritance, FP thou 
wouldeſt bleſs our Bafket and our Store, and proſper and 


Ghoſt. the Comforter,” which exceed. all that. can be 
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increaſe our temporal Subſtance 5 but chiefly that thou 


wouldeſt ſupply us with heavenly Graces, and the Conſo- 


lations that flow from thy holy Frefunts, even of the Holy 


thought of or defired. 

For thou never aſkeſt,' or accepteſt ye Thing 12 ty 
depending Creatures, but with an Intent out of if thy royal 
ty to give much more, even great” Inereaſe for it: 
Accept it then, O ſovereign Lord and gracious High Prieſt, 4 
for thy Mercies and Merits Sake. Amen. [ Note, This 


mazkes the fixty-firſt Chapter in this ee e mw 


n Row mm Nen tas | as 


» * 


it the Yar 1732 was - printed 177 + filling Blog: 


whereof the following is an Abſtratt, proving, 


© that incloſng Commons, and Common Field-Lands, 


is contrary to the Intereſt of the Nation; dedicated 
_ by Mr. John Cooper to James Oglethorpe, Efqs 
"Member of Parkoniens for Haſlemere, in . 
and owing to a Converſation with bim. 4 


T HE Numbers of induſtrious People are the Riches of 


a Nation, and therefore whatſoever tends to diſcou- 
> their Induſtry, or leſſen their Numbers, is detrimen- 


to the Publick. Let us ſee whether incloſing Com- | 


thons hath not ſuch a Tendency. 
In thoſe Pariſhes which have Commons belonging to 
them: the Poor and the Rich have a Right of Commonag 8 
one with another; but when theſe Commons come to : 
incloſed and converted into Paſture, the Ruin of the Poor 


is a natural Conſequence, they being bought out by ſome 


Man' of Subſtance generally : For when a Common that 


| has been the main Support of perhaps forty or fifty poor 


Families, and fome of them large ones too, is thus ten 
from them, they will be uncapable of maintaining them+ 
ſelves as before in that Pariſh ; This will put them under 
2 Necellity of forſaking their 61d Habitation, which in their 
mean Circumſtances muſt be a great Loſs to them, and 


wandering about till they can find ſome other Place where 9 
they may en hjoy 1 their former Privileges, without which they - 
Cannot fub ſt. But if theſe Incloſures become 8 
Vi * | wiki wur Ee 5 Where wil ee a Aa rs 45 
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4 Prayer to | Je affe up TSA We 8 * 6 
any Part of our Firſt-Fruits. 


| O H glorious Jeſus, the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion, in 


whoſe Name Melchizedec: blefled Abraham, and con- 
firmed to him his Right to the promiſed Land ; and Abra- 
ham, to ſhew his Gratitude and Acknowledgment of thy 
Mercies, ve him the chief and moſt valuablc of the Spoils, 
enth of all, as to a King and Pricſt, thy true 
Ar Repreſentative I alſo, in Acknowledgment of 


thy! 7 Right, as King and Prieſt, unto thy Church, and Lord 


I, with * and Abel, with Abraham and Jacob, and 
all thy faithful Servants, in the Sincerity of my Heart, and 


the Int rity of my Soul, preſent myſelf before thee to give 


thee of thine own, even of the beſt and chiefeſt of thy good 
Gifts to me, that I may truly honour thee with my Subſtance, 
and with the Firſt- Fruits of all my Increaſe, humbly acknow- 
ledging that as all Power-is given unto thee in Heaven and 


Earth, and a Right to all Things which thou mayeſt re- 
claim when thou wilt; ſo in meer Love to Mankind thou 


haſt reſerved nothing to thyſelf, but the Firſt-Fruits and 


Tenths of all, for thy Churches juſt Support and Main- 
tenance ; and "that thou mayeſt make the faithful and duti- 
ful "oF AR thereof high in Name, and in Praiſe, and in 


Honour, that they may be an holy People unto the Lord 
their God, and that the unjuſt ſacrilegious Detainers there- 
of, like 4% r, the Troubler of Jjrael, may 8 cut off 


from the Face of the Earth. 


I acknowledge myſelf, and all I have, with the Fownr 
to enjoy and increaſe what thou haſt given me, to be wholly 


thine ; I came naked, and muſt return naked to my Mo- 


ther Earth, and here is no abiding : And thou haſt made 
us Gentiles who were without Hope, and without God in 
the World, and deſtitute of the Might of the Firſt-born, 


Partakers of all the Bleſſings of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, with 


Abraham and Iſaat, and all other Heirs of Promiſe. 
1 know allo, ob my God! that thou trieft the Heart, 


gud haſt Pleaſure in Uprightneſs; ; as for me, in the Upright- 


eſs of mine Heart have I. . willingly offered theſe Firſt. 
F ruits of mine Increaſe,” which both by Creation and free 
Jift, as well as by Reſervation. and Exception, are thine 
"own; to thy all-ſufficient and . gracious Majeſty, by the 
Hands of this thy faithful Steward and Receiver, that thou 
n avouch me for W Arme and be a Gol to me 


9 ae ns; and to take us bor Mine Inherttanee, dat hoe 
vouldeſt bleſs our Baſket and our Store, and proſper and 7 
1inereaſe our temporal Nee but chiefly that thou 
Vouldeſt ſupply us with heaven! ' Graces, and the Conſo- 
| lations that flow from thy holy Prefunte, even of the Holy 
. _ Ghoſt. the Comforter, which mne Rev that cart be 
WB _ thought of or defired, © 

| Por chou never aſkeſt, or accepteſt a. Thing of thy 

depending Creatures, but with an Intent out” of thy royal 

to give much more, even great Inereaſe for it 

Accept it then, O ſovereign Lord and gracious High Prieſt, 

for thy Mercies and Merits Sake. Amen. ¶ Note, This 

makes the fixty-firft Chapter in this AWE: s pr pom _ 
n Laab RY "nd GY. P* | 


in the Fear 1732 was printed thi + falling El; 
whereof the following is an Abſtraf, proving, 
_ * 7hat incloſing Commons, and Common Field-Lands, 
is contrary to the Intereſt of the Nation; dedicated 
* Mr. John Cooper to James Oglethorpe, Efqs 
Member of Parliament for * in Surry, 

_ and owing to 4 Converſation with bim. i 


T HE Numbers of induſtrious People are the | Rickes & 

1 a Nation, and therefore whatever tends to diſcou- 

their Induſtry, or leſſen their Numbers, is detrimen- 

to the Publick. Let us ſe whether incloſing Com- 

nens hath not ſuch a Tendency. _ ; 

In thoſe Pariſhes which have Commons belonging to 

them, the Poor and the Rich have a Right of Commona 

' one with another; but when theſe Commons come to 4 

incloſed and converted into Paſture, the Ruin of the Poor 

is a natural Conſequence, they being bought out by ſome 

Man of Subſtance generally : For When a Common that 
has been the main [Hen of perhaps. forty | or fifty poor 
_ Families, and ſome of them large ones too, i s thus taken 
from them, they will be Uuncapal le of maintaining them 
ſelves as before in that Pariſh ; This will put them under 

4 Neceſſſty of forſaking their 61d Habitation® which in their 
mean Ende win mult be a great Loſs to them, and 
wandering about till they can ankle ſome other Place aha 5 
' they mayen oy t their former Privileges, without which = 
Cannot ſubſiſt. But if theſe Incloſures become eneral, 
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5 Place ? .Or how will they get their Bread ? They muſt be:. 
come, V agabonds, be driven from, one Country to another 
he reduced to Beggary os Starving, or be forced to leave 
their native Land, in Hopes of meeting with better Treat- 
ment in a ſtrange Country, x. 85 
In! moſt Open-Field-Pariſhes there are (taking them at 
a Medium) forty Farmers, and double that Number of 
Cottagers, who have Right of Common one with another. 
Let us ſuppoſe, that each Farmer employs ſix labouring 
Perſans, beſides himſelf and his Wife, and allow four Per- 
ſons to each Cottage; which in all is 640 Perſons, Men; 
Women, and Children; theſe make up a Country Town 
or Village, and, beſides their Employment in Huſbandry, 
carry on large Branches of the Woollen and Linnen Ma- 
nufactures, and are in general the Conſumers of our own 
| Produce; for they hardly ever come to London to buy Com 
modities of a foreign Growth and ManufaCture, as Hun- 
ders Lace, Frenth Brocades, &c. And ſhall fo many ho- 
neſtz uſeful Subjects and Pains-taking Families be driven 
from their Settlements, and ſent to beg their Bread among 
Purge merely to humour the inſatiate Avarice, the 
Pride, or Luxury of a few, whoſe Fortunes are already tod 
z — 9 
© Ge But it is ſaid there will be Work for the Poor, 
by Hedging and Ditching, and by the Increaſe of Wool. 
We anſwer, The firl will not laſt above a Year, and 
then three br four old Men in a Pariſh will keep | the 
Hedges or Fences in Repair for Ages; 'and though there 
Is more and better Wool than before, yet can little or none 
of it be manufactured upon the Spot for want of Hands ; 
and if they have never ſo little Harveſt, they muſt. ſend to 
open Fields for Labourers to inn it; nor will their Increaſe 
of Wodl make Amends for the Loſs of their great Harveſt 
in two third Parts of their Field, over and above the Loſs 0 
of good Neighbourhood, and of People to attend upon God =” 
in his Houſe: Nor is the Quantity of Wool in open Fields 
much ſhort of that in Incloſures, there being as man 
Sheep kept in open Fields, almoſt, as in Incloſures, tho? 
not fat; as tot inifance; . oo. x RR 
| Ii an Open-Fleld-Pariſh, whete forty Farmers have 
&welt, I have ſeen no leſs than fofty Ploughs, and to every 
Plough there has been two Servants, and a Team of four 
| Horſes ; nay, ſome of the Farmers have had two Ploughs 
and two Teams, ſo that my Computation is very moderate; 
If I reckon Employment for but eighty Servants and 1698 


and both Barnavell and Pytchley, and other A in Nor- 


* 


[4 „ 
Horses, and this in the Winter-time too, as when the are 
not at Plough, they carry Dung, or draw Grain to Mar- 
ket, Se. Beſides which, there are uſually about forty | 
Flccks of Sheep, and Commons for them all, with a Shep- 
herd, and ſometimes a Boy too, to attend every Flock: I 
may allow bo Servants at leaft to look after theſe Sheep, 
which, with the Ploughmen, make up 140 Servants, all 
employed | in one ordinary Open-Field-Pariſh 

Thus in Kettering open Field, in Northamptonſhire, which, 
is but of narrow Bounds, tote are Commons for 1608 
Sheep, which are all fed upon the Spot. ; 

I have been informed, ſays my Author, by an eminent 
Surveyor, that one Third of all the Land of England has 
been incloſed within theſe 80 Years ; this was in 1732; 
and, if this be true, as I believe it is, ſays he, then, at a 
moderate Computation, we have 20,000 Farmers, and. 
twice as many Cottagers, leſs now than we had fo many 
Years ago. And what a Loſs is this in thoſe Places, to 
Bakers, "Drapers, Taylors, and all Shop-keepers, Smiths, 

lough-wrights, and Carpenters ; a never failing Depopu- 
Jation always following this Sin, ſo that when there has 
been 640 Inhabitants. in a Town, not above 10 or 20 
have been left in a few Years ; and where 80 Teams have 
been kept, as in the Pariſh of Kehnar , as old Men heard 
their Fathers ſay, now not above one or two are kept; 


 thamptonjhire can ſay the ſame. bn, 
It may be objected, that if all ſhould be open Fields, | 1 


the too great Plenty of Corn would bring down the Fries a 
of it in our Markets. a 1 
I anſwer, It muſt be W that we "formally ex · 1 
ported large Quantities to foreign Markets, while we are } 
diſcouraging the Growth of Corn at Home, to the Ruin of 
the laborious Huſbandmen and ail that aflift them at Home. 
In Open Fields, where there is ſo much Employment 
for the induſtrious Poor, the Wear and Tear, and Con- 
ſumption, muſt be very great; but what is there of this for 34 
the Artificer to make, or mend, or the Shop- keeper ta ſell, 4 
when theſe Lands are incloſed, and the poor. workin Peo- : . 
ple forced to ſeek ſome other Place of Refidence, Bat it . 1 
is faid, the Incloſer will hereby double his Eftate, —_ 
We anſwer, that the Good- of the whole ought con- . _ 
ſtantly to be preferred to that of a Part, and Men's private _ 
Intereſt to give Way to a publick Advantage, according tag 
that famous 1 Salus po 8 ſuprema 2 eſto; even Ln = 
cet 
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Poet Heſiod ſaying, NyT1 vx 10091 T000V D Nu TAYTIS« 
Fooliſh People as they are, they don't know that one Half of an 
Eſlate, with God's Bleſſing, is bigger than the whole without it; 
and what great Advantage may be made of Dack-Nettles, Maſs, 
Mallous, and all the other Plagues that infeſt uncultivated 
Soils. For theſe, like . Cenſors, will be al- 


ways Witneſſes againſt the Rebels, who dare break the ori- 


ginal Contract between Jehovab the Creator and his Crea- 
tures, Eæod. xxiii. IO. viz. that every ſeventh Year ſhould 
be common to Rich and Poor alike, or no Rent on that 
Year to be taken for the Earth, or the Trees Productions; 
in Lieu of which, by way of Equivalent, our Anceſtors or- 
dered all Fields or Pariſhes to be open, that the Poor might 
have ſomething every Year, inſtead of the whole one Year 
in ſeven. 80 . £ PRC 

This laſt indeed is not God's Law, but comes up pretty 
near to the whole Value of the Right reſerved by Chriſt. 
The Original is ſealed by the Blood, typical of the Blood: 
of Jeſus himſelf, as appears by Moſes's Words, Exod. xxiv. 


v 


8. This Law then, or its Equivalent, ſo far as it is an 


Equivalent, is God's own Expoſition of the Ten Com- _ 
mands, and as a Law of Nature, formerly delivered to 

Adam; or rather, as God's bright Image in which Man 
ſhone before his Fall in Paradiſe, muſt de kept and pre- 


ſerved by all that would ſee God's Face; which alſo Men 


vow and ſwear to perform inviolably in Baptiſm : And 


though there is no Juſtification by the Law, yet there is, 


and can be none without it, or our ſtriving to come up to 


it; ſo that, in an inferior Senſe, this is a Baſis of Hope, 
and our complying with it is like a rational complying with 


the Terms of our own Salvation. Elſe: why ſhould God 
thus threaten? Beware that there be not a Thought in thy 
wick #1 Heart, ſaying, the ſeventh Year, the Year of Releaſe, 
zs at Hand, and thine Eye be evil againſt thy poor Brother, 
and thou gi veſt him nought; and he cry unto the Lord, and it 
be Sin unto thee, Deut. xv. 9. or render thee uncapable of 


being juſtified by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; for in that Senſe 


did Chriſt, St Ta and David underſtand it, As if I 
had not come and done - what no one elſe did, they had not had 


| Sin, ſays Chriſt, John XV. 24. But now they have no Cloak 0 
far their Sin. And St. James ſays, He that knoweth to do 


God, and doth it not, to him it is Sin, Jam. iv. 17. And 
Dawd underſtood it thus, elſe he would not have threatened 


the hard-hearted Incloſer, who thought to make himſelf great 
and rich by the Poor's Loſs, in P/al. xlix. with the irrecoz © ll 
5 VVV verable. 


. e 75 
verable Loſs of his Soul, by the Want of Chriſt's Redemp- 
tion and Righteouſneſs imputed to him, as is the Whole 
Tenour of that Pſalm. e „ 

And why fo? Anſw. Becauſe the not complying with 
this ſeventh Year's Releaſe, whether of Debts, * Service, 
or Lands, or an Equivalent for it, breaks in upon his Co- 
venant, invades his Rights and the Honour of his King- 


dom, and is deſtructive to Souls, which he will not eaſily 
forgive; as indeed who ſees not the Loſs of Thouſands of 
Souls by the Breach of it. For thoſe, who might have 
been all of them Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified; had they continued mo- 
geſt, frugal, and induſtrious in their Open-Field rural La- 
bours, eating their Bread in the Sweat of their Brows, and 
living under the painful teaching of their own Pariſh Mi- 
niſter; as the Inhabitants of Mucheaſton, near Dunmow in 
£ſjex, under the Rev. Mr. John Thane, who died in 1720, 


 Whoſoever had ſeen him and their dutiful Attendance at 


Morning and Evening Prayers daily, with their pious De- 


portment at the Lord's Table every Sunday and Saints Day 


in the Year, muſt have ſaid that he had ſeen a Number of | 


worthy Candidates breeding up for the heavenly Glory. 
. Whereas, in other Places is the very reverſe, as in great 


_ Market-Towns and Cities, overſtocked with expelled Poor, 
zs in London, where, contrary to all good Policy, the Head 
is too big for the Body; what Wickedneſs, Drunkenneſs, 
Theft, and corrupting of one another is there: Nay, ſome 
Parts thereof, as in 8 

called, inſtead of the Suburbs of Heaven, the Picture of 
Hell, Thouſands of Women complaining that they are 


t. Giles s, Drury-Lane, &c. may be 


undone for want of Means, and knowing how to be pro- 


fitably employed, __ 5h ESD 

His preſent Majeſty of Spain, in the Year 1749, ga- 
| thered up 20,000 Vagrants, and furniſhing them with 
Materials, ſent them to cultivate ſome waſte Places of his 


Kingdom, which ſoon became a uſeful Colony, and 


brought in a great Revenue into his Exchequer, * | 
I de Poor are Chriſt's Brethren, Friends, and Receivers, 
and are to be treated as he himſelf; their Lord is the ſole 
Proprietor of the ſeventh Year's Increaſe by a reſerved . 
Right, as well as of the Firſt-Fruits of all in the ſixth in- 
tervening Years ; neither has he abrogated the leaſt Jot of 


the Moral Law, all private Property in Lands is a direct 
Invaſion of his Rights; and not to be able to cope with 


him after we have mado an Incroachment upon his Rights, 


* 
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will bring us under a Necediity of oppoſir g ourſelves to all 
» His Artillery, or elſe of ſubmitting to him; nor will Sub- 
miſſion do us any Good if we ſtand out too long, and it 
be not in our Power to make him a proper Reſtitution. 
Therefore, to avoid trifling with ſo great a Lord, let us be 
N in giving him his Due, either take no Rent one 
ear in ſeven, or fling open our Incloſures, inviting the 
Poor into their former Settlements, and building up thoſe 
2 which the Iniquity of former Times have ſuffered 
to tumble down, by the Sale of the enge -wood n 
upon it. 


To prevent litigious Suits, Sir Fo. Pehel prevailed to have 


a Law to pals, that if Debts were not demanded in fix 


Years, they ſhould not be paid in the ſeventh ; this ad- 
vanced near to Moſaick Equity: This only is lacking, that 
the ſeventh Year be fixed by Authority, when it ſhall be- 


| gin or end, as the ſabbatical Year was among the Fews, 
1 


nce both hate and our Sabbath is {till future; for then 
Debts. will not only be regularly diſcharged, as now they 
are, but the poor Cottager will know when to receive the 
Boon Chriſt gives him as his free Gift, one Year in ſeven, 
from thoſe who had rather keep their Lands incloſed, and, 
will not fiing them open for a Perpetuity. 
Here are Choice of Ways for keeping a good Conkience, 


and giving to Chriſt, and his poor Members, their juſt Due. 5; 
If any one deſpiſe this. I may ſay to him, as Cicero to Mark 


Antony, iror te, Antony, guarum facta imitaris eorum exitus 
non perborreſcere, Or I wonder, Antony, that thou art 


not frightened at their Ends, whoſe TO or S of 


Life, thou followeſt. N 

And St. Chryſoſtam ſays, nothing i is more grievous than 
Hell, and nothing more profitable than the Fear of it. 
This is cited by Dr. "i zuin on Ectlef. v. from Hom, 15, ad 
- Populum. | 
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BOOKS and MANUSCRIPTS of this Author. 
9 I. RR praèiice of an Holy Life: Or, the Chriſtian's 
If Daily Exerciſe, in Meditations, Prayers, and Rules 


of holy Living, fitted to the Capacity of the meaneſt devout 
Reader. This contains a Body of Divinity put into a medi- 


tational Form, fit for the Cloſet and the Family ; for its great 
7 Uſe and Service, it is tranſlated, and circulates in all Parts of 
©; Wan —_—. e W 
7 London : Printed for Ch. Riwington. 5 5 


II. The Chriſtian's Sure Guide to Eternal Glory: Or, Liv. | 
ing Oracles moſt comfortable, holy, and inſtructive, of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt from Heaven, in his royal Embaſſy to the 
5 Seven Churches of Aa; as delivered to St. John after his Glo- 
|  Tification. This contains, 1. His royal Titles; 2. His Com- 
$a forts and Inſtructions ; 3. The wonderful large and gracious 
: 7 5 Promiſes of eternal Life to ſuch as conquer; 4. Prayers and 
. Devotions adapted to each Particular. This alſo was tranſ- 
. lated with the other into the Ry/fan Tongue at Peterſbourg, 
=. with the Leave of their Synod, in 1748, and circulates all over 
London: Printed for F. Jefferies in 1733. 


III. A Propoſal for a Free and Unexpenſive Election of _, 
1 Parliament- Men, humbly ſubmitted, c. with the Qualifica- 

3 tions of Repreſentatives. This ſhews the horrid Sin of in- 
N cloſing Commons to make them a private Property; with ore | 


; and ſufficient Remedies to the impending Miſchiefs thereof 
N Sold by F. Fuller, in Avemary-Lane, 1753. Price One Shil- 
ling. | N be | 8 . SS 


IV. The New Birth, or Chriſtian Regeneration, with the 
- Grounds, Nature, and Neceſſity thereof to Salvation; being 
the Subſtance of Chriſtian Theology, expreſſed in Blank or 
_ © | Miltonian Verſe, from the Proſe of our beſt and ableſt Divines ;. 
>; ſmhewing pfractically and ſubſtantially how Paradiſe was loſt, ' 
3 that is, Man's primitive Happineſs; and how it may be re- 
=. gained by the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, With an Elucidation 
of the Ten Commandments as the original Image of God im- 2 
4 | preſſed upon Adam's Mind in Paradiſe, by way of Prayer, for =" 
TO. n the ſeveral Branches contained in each. The whole == 
3 _ intermixed with holy Doctrines, &c, intended to be OO ._ .. 
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by Heart by all Youth to their Maſters or Parents. Except 4 
Man be born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, John iii. 3. 
4 The whole Nature oſ the Chriſtian Religion ſtands upon 
theſe two Pillars, viz. the Greatneſs of our Fall in Adam, and 
the Greatneſs of our Redemption by Chriſt, in the full and 
elear Knowledge of theſe Truths, lye all the Reaſons of a deep 
Humility, and a total Converſion unto God. See Law's 

Grounds and Reaſons of Chriſtian Regeneration. 
I THOMAS: ALLEN, 

| T of xeteenng. e 
Miete, The Deſign of theſe Verſes aims at no leſs than the 
regenerating the whole Brit; Nation, into whoſe Hands they 
| hall fall. All that have Mr. Milton's fine Poem, would do 
well to furnih themſelves with this Piece, which compleats, 
or rather realizeth his Deſign : What it wants of his Loftineſs 
is abundantly made up in 'Truth, and Truth's Chariot, even 
without an E/jab in it, ſoars higher than any poetick Flights 


. » 


whatſoever ; but where Faith holds the Reins, it cannot fail 
to give the Soul ſome Antepaſt of its future Joys, Sc. 


V. The ſecond Part of this noble Deſign is, Heaven upon 
Earth: Or, The Certainty of our Chriſtian Faith and Hope 
under Jeſus and the Reſurrection. To help the regenerate 
_ Chriſtian, who has begun to live, to God; to act and converſe 

here below, on the Views of eternal Glory. A practical Work 
fit for all Families, as well as Schools, for the more eaſy com- 
.mitting it to Memory. And is a ſecond Part of the New. 
Birth, or Chriſtian Regeneration, &c. For making this Earth 
a Paradiſe to all pious Walkers, as God intended it ſhould be, 
fince after the firſt was loſt, Chriſt brought a better from Hea- 
ven for Man to recover his Fall in, which will prove Paradiſe 
regained without a Metaphor. _ 1 4:0 601 „ 
is is the Record that God has given us eternal Life, ard tbi: 
Life is in his Son, 1 | OTE 10 8 
This ought to be our great Care to keep our Souls in that 
State wherein we would have them leave this World; and in 
the mean Time to anticipate our Aſſumption to Heaven by 
earneſt Wiſhes, to be with Chriſt. See Dr. David Stokes, of 
Eaton College, his Verus (Hriſtianus. e 


Unprinted MA NUS CRIPT 4. 


A Rcheologia Univerſalis : Or. The General Hiſtory of the 
World, Sacred and Prophane : Being a compleat Body 

of Univerſal Hiſtory, Divinity, and Chronology, from the 
Creation to the taking of Con//antineple by the Turks in 14533 
in fix Parts, reaching to fix remarkable Periods of Time, and 
founded on a more uſeful Plan than that $ the Univerſal 'Hi- 
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ftory now publiſhed, written by Hackney Writers, hired. for 
this Purpoſe by Bookſellers. as Wee FOI 14% 3 ; MM 


Interſperſed with whatſoever is uſeful and curious in the moſt 
celebrated Authors, ancient and modern, as Divines, Rabbies, 
Poets, Hiſtorians, and Philoſophers, in an exact chronological 
Order, after the fixed Epocha of the Parian Marbles, and the. 
Truth and Certainty of holy Scriptures, as uſed by Sir John 
Marham, Archbiſhop Uſer, Mr. Bedford, &c, in their Com- 
putations; it has the Imprimatur of the Vice-Chancellor of 
Oxford in 1742, and divers great and noble” Teſtimonies of 
learned Men, who examined it and made their Amendments. 

All the fix Parts are compleat Hiſtories ; as, 1. From the 
Creation. to King Jotham's Reign, where Dr. Prideaux began 
his Connection. 2. To the Crucifixion, 3. To the Death 


W 


deaux. The next is the State of the Church, the World, and 
Chriſtianity, under the ten Perſecuti ne 4th reaches to 


£ 


laſt of them, in 1453, when Mahomer, the ſeventh King of the 
Turks, took Conflantinople :-'This comprehends the Hiſtory of 
the Turks, from Tangrolipix in 1930, the Chriſtian Princes Ex- 

peditions to recover the Holy Land, with the Lives of the Kings 
of Jeruſalem. The whole interſperſed with entertaining Pat. 

_ ſages and moral Leſſons to inſtruct while it delights, .. © 

Io be taken in by weekly Numbers, at Six-pence a Num- 


ber, with 4 Sheets. 


Hlabape rey, The Treaſure of all Virtue ;. or, the Pan- 
dects of Chriſtianity : Being the whole Will of God, or Duty 
of Man, methodically laid down according to both the Teſta. 
ments. The firſt ſets forth the Ten Commandments, which 
are moſt clearly ſet forth according to the Method of 


Biſhop Andrews. The ſecond, is the Law of Faith and Love | 


in Chriſt Jeſus. - he Wake - Re 
This compleats the firſt of theſe Books, called, The Prac- - 
tice of an Holy Life; and will make the compleateſt Family- 
%%%“ / ((( ĩ ĩ TE, 
Apoſtolical Fundamentals; digeſted into a general practical 
Extechilm, neceſſary for all Schools and Families, ., 


— 4 
, i 14 
Sad « & 
, 0. 55 e 
NS 8 fas AJ: c 
82 * . . 
2 * p 
* n 2:4 
. 8 
YT . e 1888 
2 . SF 
7 5 * . 
x * 84 2 1 
4 22 : 
8 2 1 *. 


IN 75 . 9 . 
„ 


ty, Chapters 3.which ſhew. to the Re: 
wk lence worth. the behold; 855 


* 


* : a bY 4 | {1 q , mw > 
5 * 2 , » wt 10 * , - 


N *. * 4 E 4% 


„ Pfimitive and | oftolical. Fathers; or, the” ; genuine. WG 


Ne of St. 4 2 hs 5 Herm 4% and St. = 


the Notes of themolt] earned Commentors pon them, KR, 


j 


- SENS - of OR 
5 50 * 85 * 1 


> Fs $f 


to 


4 gl; : 0 
Address to the Feu, induce pang to accept of Chriſtianity, 


* ö iy yy to regal Sat 38d their former ee 5 
4:28 Ly 3 „ ; * 58 a 


"= 2 * 
* {1 KK 
W kg * 2 * 4 
8 2 & 


o Neceſſity of al 
* . ; OE an Anßwer to the Authors, of the Fre 


We 3. on „„ 2 r 5 ; * O 
EE OK Tie J + Rel ”, 5 BY 22 85 indicated, againſt Mz 7 5 bo 
5 ppeal tö the Firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, Wherein his weck 
8 etences to Antiquity are taken off, his apoſtelical Doctrines, 
Tete And Practices, are proved. to iO 2 l dangerous, 


bo 5 And 1c matical ;/ but | thoſe of» 2 , with her 
: _  * "Ofkinations, to he ſound, yalid, orthodox,” a primitives 
8 and Worſhip juſtly due to the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſpever relates to his gloriqus. Godhead, OY 


N 
4 8 . - 


» 


| Rind Pente and _boly Offices, js carefully, or forth, in. 


FI 


= 


LT © 


5 _ anſwer to Martin Tonkin; Ci Ing WY, Whether er e fave 
8 "Warra t from Scripture: for adored ng v yrieIves in A Way 


N 


_ 
” 


— ; 
893 


62 7 
93 


3 ; * * * $7 
en — ; Y 


ua 


3 79 4... * 
3 "Fg. 
RY he. 
IT» bat 3 

46.355 8 . 5 


